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PREFACE

THE succession of the Quadrennial Conventions of the
Student Volunteer Movement is unique. Since the first of
the series, in Cleveland in 1891, they have presented to
student generation after student generation claims of the
Wworld-wide mission of the Church. No other national
student gatherings of comparable dimensions have so ac-
cented over so long a time the universality of the Gospel
and the obligation and privilege of youth to dedicate
themselves to witnessing to it to all men. Because of them
thousands of students have either had their missionary
Purpose confirmed and made more intelligent or have re-
cewved impressions which have led them to later decision.
Still more thousands who have not become missionaries
!lave had their horizons expanded and have either been
Introduced for the first time to the world-wide implica-
tions of the Gospel or have become better informed and

ave made a deeper commitment to the support of the
missionary enterprise.

The Quadrennial which was held in Lawrence, Kan-
sas, during the Christmas recess of 1951-1952 and of
Wwhich the following pages are the official record, was one
of the most notable of the series. I have attended more
than half of s predecessors. Though one must beware
of one’s subjective reactions in seeking to arrive at a
Judgment, this particular gathering seems to me to have
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vi Preface

been the most outstanding of those with which T have
had personal experience. In the quality of its program 1t
was certainly the equal of any of those which had gone
before it. The presence of the many students from other

lands gave the assembly a peculiarly ecumenical com-

plexion. What impressed me especially, however, was the

attitude of the students. There was, of course, the ebul-

lience of youth, much of it lighthearted and fun-loving—
as has always been true. However, underlying it were 3
seriousness

» a0 openmindedness, a willingness, and even
2N CAEINEss to come to grips with the deepest issues pre-

sented by the Christian faith and the relevance of Christ
to the present world situation which seemed to me to be
above the average of

previous conventions, especially
with those of comparable size. Notable was the quite
spontancous dedication of life on the last morning. The
final results of Lawrence, 1951-195 2, cannot be aPPm‘Sed
Pr many years, until the lives there touched have made
their contributions over the decades which lie ahead.

Even then they will be known fully only to God. Yet
to one vyho, like myself, has seen s0 many earlier ones
this particular Quadrennial stands out as a most hearten-
ing landmark,

KENNETH ScoTT LATOURETTE
New Haven, Conn.
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PART 1

Students Face the Christian Mission

A PERsON could not have visited many student Christian
groups on college campuses of the United States .and
Canada during the spring of 1952 without being curious
about what mysterious forces had recently been at v‘fork.
For he would meet many individuals and groups with a
new sense of the world mission to which God is calling

e Church at this critical moment. And when he asked
the source of this new insight he would be told about a
great student conference which met at Lawrence, Kansas,
dunng the Christmas vacation of 1951.

o Obne traveler heard a student say in speaking to a college
un:

My thoughts and beliefs, my actions and very life were
Ch,anged this winter. Because my religion had been some-
thing T had not really thought about or truly doubted or
Prayed for, because it had been something that I.had hegrd
and not experienced, it could not be a real force m my life.
Alth.ough I had always attended Sunday School and church,
and in later years youth rallies and chapel services, 1 had had
the feeling that the minister or speaker was not speaking to
me. I would listen attentively to what he said, but I guess I
thought that he was talking to the back wall or the hymnals
or the person across from me—I don’t know. But this winter,
over the Christmas holidays, I went to the national Student

olunteer Movement Quadrennial Conference at Kansas—
20d I had my eyes opened to a lot of things.

1



2 Christ’s Kingdom Is Man’s Hope

This whole conference was centered upon one P%rsorrllti—i
Jesus Christ. Everything, from the time that we arnfve uad—
we left, was focused upon that one center: plgt ormu g
dresses, “mincon” (#iniature conference) discussion groups,

Bible study, firesides—all of it. And one was constantly hear-

i ‘Wi for
ing, from every source and every speaker, “Witness
Christ!” ,

+ - “Proclaim Christ to others.” . . . “Reﬂ:rc;
Christ in your life.” And I was astounded! I'd never lie -
those things before and I'd been going to Sunday School 2
church for years. hese
But at that conference, one did not merely hear t o
things; one saw them—in the speakers and people th.ere, "
the discussions and spirit of the thing. I saw that Christ -whe
not only a man who had lived and died many years ago;

had lived and dieq for me—and you—and the whole world.
d he is living still! |, | |
I heard

. e—
¢ something wasn’t wrong som
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—It has been a tremendous experience—for it has been a
true expression of our affirmed brotherhood and unity in
Christ.

—This is the most wonderful thing that has ever happened
to me in my whole life.

~The conference gave me a greater realiz.ation. th,':m ever
before of the need for each of us to be “missionaries wher-
ever we are, and of what my part is in God'’s purpose.

—The conference at Lawrence, I feel already, is having
and will have a big part in shaping my future. In many ways
1t was the most significant thing in which I have ever partici-
Ppated.

—The conference was very helpful to me in restating my
f.mth in Christ and in strengthening my purpose to give my
ife as a missionary. The message given us of America’s
perilous place as a leader should be brought home to every
Person in this country. It was very relevant to me and to the
Present time,

I felt that the conference was very real, and much more
than an emotional experience. 1 personally was much im-
pressed with the content of the program.

~I have gotten a clear view of the world struggle and the

hristian’s job in it.

—~My friend and I didn’t feel especially inspired or elated
When the conference ended, but since we ha:ve returned to
our campus with its bull sessions and discussion groups, we
have begun to see how much the conference did for our
thinking_ Now we have become enthusiastic.

Typical of the deep seriousness of some decisions is the
experience of 2 student from the Philippine Islands whose
brother had been killed by the Japanese during the war.
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The Philippine student wondered, as he came to the con-
ference, if E'iendshjp between his people and the Japanese
people could ever be restored. As he sat in a dlSC‘I‘:lSSIOn
group he was confronted with Christ’s answer, “Love
your enemies.” He has decided to bear witness to the
truth of the Gospel by going to Japan as a teacher.

Because the Lawrence conference spoke profoundly
to so many delegates, numerous campus groups are feel-
ing its impact in a variety of ways. A letter from a student
from one of the Ivy League campuses said:

I am encouraged in my own thinking by the fact that
neither my friends nog I find it easy to pass off the demand
implied in the Lawrence thinking. For some time I have been
concerned, along with many others, about the almost total
lack of any missionary thinking on our campus, despite the

fact that we haye many persons here who are or who have

L S 2 result of this situation. some penetrating
thinking has been done, ’

A Japanese student from Denison University wrote:
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their student government. The previous year only one
party presented a slate for student government offices and
less than 13 per cent of the campus voted. These delegates
organized a second party and held a series of platform dis-
cussions on parties and candidates. More than one-half of
the student body voted in this year’s election. o
A group of delegates from the University of California
at Berkeley meet each Wednesday noon for prayer.
From Canada comes this word:

Kansas still stands out as a mountain peak experience for all
Wf}o attended. Our group has continued to meet weekly,
using as a basis for study the material presented by Charles
Ranson. For several, their understanding and choice of voca-
tion has crystallized, and decisions have been made and con-
tinue to be made.

The few experiences here recorded are typical of those
of hundreds of students for whom the Lawrence Con-
ference was the beginning of new patterns of thought and
life. They stir one to form the question, “What was the
nature of this conference which had such profound effect
on the lives of a widely diverse group of students?”

If one were to put this question “What happened at
Lawrence?” to a resident of that Kansan college towD, he
would probably be told that a large interdenominational
student conference was held on the University of Kansas
Campus for five days from December 27, 1951, through
J anuary 1, 1952. To be more precise, this was the 16th
Quadrennial Conference of the Student Volunteer Move-
ment for Christian Missions.

The Character of the Group

Part of the answer is in the character of the group which
came together. The twenty-one hundred delegates had
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.. s
thered from 476 colleges and universities acros the
lgeangth and breadth of the North Amencag Ca?lrgllxlv i
with delegates from every state but Ngva abut New
oming and from every Canadian province cradents
foundland. Over two hundred were forelgfn S ore
temporarily studying in the United States, ro21 F
than fifty different foreign countries! There w;re i,
Gefman}’, 14 from Korea, 32 from Japan, 18 mﬁwt 1
13 from African countries, 10 from the Near )

from Southeast Asia, and 9 from Latin America.

« jal,” dis-

e conference newspaper, “The Quadrennial, o,

covered that the group included.a Philippine com;)CI))SS v

an African chieftain’s son studying engineering, oty
chologist and his wife from Pakistan, a medical miss

. al,
doing a health survey of the forbidden kingdom of Nrfcfl) a
an Austrian social worker, 5 dietitian from Thailand,
Chinese scholar and translat

d
or, and a nurse, a teacher, an
a pastor from Korea,

came as full participating delegate
erican confer

ence with forej
ence of Christian stuq

" n
s, for this was not @

ence Secretary;, aptly put it. Their
C0Ce 2 note of realism as it talked
about the whole church, and the whole world,

The Canadian d

elegates numbereq 114 with a group of
17 from as far as British, Columby

1a.
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The United States delegates were widely representative
with the several largest state delegations as follows: Ohio
135, Tllinois 132, Kansas 126, Pennsylvania 105, Texas 95,
and Minnesota 69. It was significant that more than 110
came from the Pacific Coast. The largest campus delega-
tions were from Kansas University 49, Universicy of II-
linois 32, University of Minnesota 31, University of
¥ebraska 29, Towa State College 28, and University of

€xas 26.

The delegates came from 45 denominations. The larger
denominational groups were Methodist 451, Prest}ytenasn
BSSAD 382, Lutheran 215, Baptist l182, Pgspytel'ﬁif;fé?'-

» Disciples 132, Congregational 122, EpISCOP .
Many Canfe from the st%ldgnt Y.M.CA., YW.CA., and
-£\. groups over the country. )
h%re vgere 231 adult lead};rs from Canada, the United
States, and many other countries. These leaders include
:.tudent pastors, missionaries, and mission board execu-
1ves, both home and foreign.

The}’ came from many ngtr:;ons and many churchegz ar}d
for five days they lived in an ecumenical fellowship i
real flesh and blood. They expressed the wholeness, ”g?tg )
and wumiversality of the Church as they lived, Sﬂld 1et;
Wworshiped, prayed, and played together. Many student
said that for the first time in their lives they really expert-
enced and understood the ecumenical fqﬂqwshlp. .
. Most delegates had some church affiliation of C(;)mll'e -
tion, but they represented a tremendous variety of belief
which cut across all denominational ties. Some Were previ-
Ously committed to Christ and came to deepen thellrr uc;l-

erstanding of their faith; some, like the story airea ):
tpld, were Christian by name only; some serlougl}r. quehs
tioned the need for a missionary movement within the
churches; others had not heard of its existence.
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The Questions Brought to the Conference

No matter what he believed or where he came from,
each delegate arrived full of questions. Two girls f?I:ll
the College of the Sequoias said they did not feel satis ed
with themselves; they felt a need for a purpose bigger arid
stronger than anything they knew—something that WOE .
really challenge them to Live as they had never lived lfe
fore. They came from one of the lush ardep spots of t e
world, where all the physical comforts of life had faile
to give them real satisfaction.

Two boys from Wisconsin State Teachers’. Qollege
came with a desire to learn how to be better Chrls.tlans as
merchants, “[ figure God needs Christians in business as

. . t
well as in pulpits,” one of them said, “and there are a lo

of things we can do for God as business men that preachers
can’t do.”

A bus load of students had Plenty of time to talk as they

traveled fifty-four hours over the snowy passes of the
h.lgh' Sierras anc! the frozen western plains. The most

asked one another were both

+ That They May Have Life, by
- T. Niles, and thoge Wwhich had grown out of their own
€xperience. At timeg the conversations would rest on
honest skepticism, “What right have we to take religion
to other people?” | “What is God’s purpose for the
world?” | | "epygec the Biblical record fit into the rest
of history?” ++« “What is God doing now?” Then, at
other times the discussion would assume positive answers
to the basic questions and ask, “How do we confront the
world with Jesys Chrise?” |

our Christian fellowship
“What is the immed;

« « “What is the nature of
which makes it significant? ”. e
fate objective of the World Mission
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(o) ”» ¢« . .
flt)l;itleerh? ... “What is my part in all this?”
tion B :h‘the power of the conference lay in its prepara-
VOl;mt ind it lay a great tradition of national Student
back ¢ eil‘ Movement Quadrennial Conferences, going
born EO the meeting in Mount Hermon where S.V.M. was
the t-e rnach of tht? conferences had a theme which reflected
Evan Ezer _and issues of the time in which it met. “The
Wate }%’; azitlon of the Wor!d in This Generqtion” was the
stu demSOI of the convention at Cl.eveland in 1891 when
Siona were leading the E:hurch in expanding the mis-
enterry _movement. Later, 1906, when the missionary
« heplf/ise was_more strongly organized the theme was
mens fodern Missionary Crusade.” After the disillusion-
of World War I the tone changed, and Indianapolis,

19
23, had the theme “Christ and World Problems.” Amid

the u « . .
ncertainties of the early forties the themes seeme

tent i ° . .« o
Oits‘t"e and searching with “Christian Community” at
1947 er, 1943, and “Christian Frontiers” at Lawrence,

When the planning committee for Lawrence, 1951, be-
before the conference,

igta;:) “I'V(;lrk two and one-half years

essen é lt for an emphasis which would be both true to the

new al genius of past Quadrennials and relevant to the
world of the midtwentieth century: “After these

ear. - ,
Zonfserof uncertainty and searching we must make our
ence a positive affirmation of our faith,” said the
¢t stand as 2

g,l?tr:lr:sng committee. “Even the theme mus
mittees ﬁo our belief in the kingship of Christ.” The com-
on Cama so noted that the prevailing mood of our time—
lack o fpus and in our society—was arked by a complete
long d.any hope. Out of much soul searching and many
ingd iscussions came the conference theme “Christ’s
enc:eg ¢%m—.M,an’S Hope.” The subtheme of the confer-
, “Christian Witness ina World in Struggle,” stressed
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the necessity of expressing our faith in practical terms in
the kind of world in which we are set.

: one
This conference was seen as concerned with only

. . h
question, “What is the job to which God calls hls ghtuhfrie
today?” To answer that one question it studie
others:;

a. Whatisthe Christian mission as we know it in the C
tian faith?

b. How is the Church performing its {nissmn toda};, alf.‘e‘f
how should it be changed to make it more close dec
lated to our Biblical faith, and therefore more effec
in the world?

Oow can I as an indjy
sion to which G
1952>

- . 'S_
c. idual find my place in this mi
od calls the Church in the world of

At an early point in the
eries of study b

. is-
delegates Prepare themselves for the questions and (!Or
cussions at Lawrence, A survey which recorded the maj
questions about the issi

most often, resulted

in a series of eight study pamphlets,
“Students Ask About Missions”.

. Iful;’by Force My Religion om Others?

SN W
P~y
[
N
o~

)
S
®
S
[>
g
S
S
I

orm of Western Imperialism? "

0 Missions Sepqe Modern Needs in Up-to-Da
ays?

Can a Divided Cypep, the Missionary Job?

Can Christianiy,, Out-Perform Communism?

HowDo | Know Py, Called?

® N o
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Later in the spri
o the spring of 1951 a study book on a theolo
fﬂz:angehsm, That They May I-I};fue Life;* by D. gTY
mOVe’m‘Zas published and distributed among the student
May Be gts 3121d mission boards. A second book, That All
2 narrati ne,? by James Edward Lesslie Newbigin, giving
India follxlie account of one missionary’s work in Sout
series of ](;w ed in the late fall. At the same time a topical
Good N 1b!§ studies on the missionary vocation, “The
third bOOCkW;] bYSPaUI S. Minear, was published. Still 2
of the worl ow,? told in Reader’s Digest form the story
Still work of home missions.
meaninat}?liher contributing factor which made Lawrence
within ftgh was the larger pattern of contemporary events
he ; ; Chu.rche's of which Lawrence was 4 part.
ment Wilsllfl'eaSmg importance of the ecumenical move-
tion of in the Protestant world with its resultant forma-
orld éanongl councils of churches and recently the
older Stug uncil of Churches, along with the success o
every ¢ ent Volunteers in planting the Church in nearly
conteXtOuEl try of the world, has completely changed the
rethink t(l)1 the world mission. The time has been ripe t0
ence th e nature and methods of the Church’s mission.
ary Coy ¢ ii".15§19n councils in the International Mission-
ary le-nc initiated a two-year study on «“The Mission-
this ne llgatmn of the Church.” Many of the leaders on
their arly completed study brought the best thinking of
awrgrr,oup both to the planning committees a0 to the
went d-ce Conference. Students as well as these leaders
the D-ll:e.Ctly from Lawrence to the 1952 Assembly o
ivision of Foreign Missions at Toronto, Canada,

1N
. N:\V: gork: Harper and Brothers.
ork: Association Press.

8Lucy M
Frior Y. M. Eldred
riendship Press, 1 9gsel ;fld Mary Margaret Brace,

Editors (New York:
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ing with them the thoughts and matel.'ials that were a
;ﬁltngf the S.V.M. Quadrergmial. The various parts of ttl::
study going on around the world are to be flravs;réting
gether at the International -ll\dissm?alrgrs 2Counc1l, m
at Willingen, Germany, in July o . . ]

The sagne kind of ir}xrterchanigre and exchange is .ta}u:llsg
place with' the leaders of the Division of Home Mlssmrai

e conference was planned and executed as an integ

part of the whole fabric of the Christian Church, with

. . . dS
student movements and home and foreign mission boar

. . 3 o . . a-

jouung their forces in it. It was an impressive demol?:;f

tion of the strength of the churches working together.
Of course, the

great measure of the conference strength
Wwas in the meeting itself.

At the conference, delegates listened to platform ad-
dresses by Dr. Charles Ra

nson, General Secretary of tl;ie
International Missionary Council, on the missi.onal')’ ob ('1
gation as an inherent part of the Christian faith. He an
Dr. John Macka

» President of Princeton Theolffgic"ll
Seminary, emphasized the fact that person’s ultimate

hope makes a tremendous difference in the way he views
the Church’s missio

0. Following each morning address
the conference divided up into more than 150 “mincons
(miniature conferences) where many questions of.plat-
personal faith were discussed in intimate

- Lvening addresses centered around the
Church’s prese

0t witness and future task in various geo-
graphical areas of 3 world

in revolution. Eduardo Mond-
lane spoke on Africa; Surjit Singh, on India and South-
east Asia; Frank Laubach, on world literacy needs; Maria
Isolina Suiffet, on Latin America; John Badeau, on the
Middle East; Truman Douglass, Thelma Adair, and
Gerald Hutchinson, on North America, Discussion and
questions were carr

ied further in hundreds of individual
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interviews and in the vocational and geographical semi-
nars,

The growth of the amazing conference spirit was much
helped by the morning worship led by S.V.M.’s chairman,
E. Fay Campbell, and by the singing led by Rosa Page
Welch. .

. The program, the representative character, the tradi-
tions, the planning and the context all put together still
give far from a complete explanation of what happened
at Lawrence. As the time passed quickly by, the straight-
forward presentation was stirring an intense response.
The Holy Spirit was at work. .

. For some this response came in terms of a vocational de-
cision while talking with a conference leader; for oth.ers
a whole new area of life suddenly opened during period
of quiet Bible study and devotions; for a great number,
the time of commjtment came during the watch night
Service; a much smaller minority were not clear about
their response until several days or weeks had passed after
the con erence; a considerable group, however, made 2
very specific and public response on the final day.

The Conference Deals with Racial Discrimination

One evidence of the kind of response of the delegates
came out of an unfortunate series of incidents in the tOwx.
e occasions were cases of racial discrimination against
conference delegates who were refused services mn res-
taurants and hotels because of the color of their skin. As

these unjust situations became known and were discussed
in the “mincons” there developed what might be called
2 “conference conscience” which demanded some oSt
tive evidence of the relation between their faith in Christ
and the practical and specific problem of race relations in

awrence. The conscience of the conference Was trans-
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lated into Christian action by the steering Conflmltt‘;i’
made up of representatives from all sections of tl et Ct% .
ference, which drew up a statement to the POIEI: o
right race relations are an integral part of tbe Ccll ::)s the
mission. More specifically the statement pointe o
communities from which each delegate came where ‘}i >
righteous race relations exist, asking each person ;\Oll e
pent of our involvement and to resolve that we shall I 1
mstrumental in our home communities in ending racia

segregation.” (Note: the entire resolution is included in
the Appendix.)

Origin of the Strong Prayer Meeting

No effort had been made d
sures, but there was an increasing indication that GOd
Was speaking to individuals, and there was an expresse
desire for a group commitment to God’s call. There was
no time on the docket and there was no convenient meet-

ing place, and on the last day everybody would be busy
packing and leaving. But ¢

he steering committee, in spite
of these obvious problems, resolved to announce a short
meeting for those who had made decisions and who would
ike to pray together before leaving the conference. At
the closing meeting in Hoch Auditorium it was so an-

nounced, and the conference bowed for the final bene-
diction,

Ag:the twenty-one hundred students streamed out of

the last meeting of that 16tk Quadrennial another smaller
stream began to ]

oW into Strong Hall. While Fay Camp-
bell, S.V.M. Chairman, and Ted Johnson, S.V.M. General
Secretary, led in 4 simple commitment service of prayer
and portions of the Bible, repeated by the whole group
from memory, the three hundred seats in the auditorium
gradually filied up and latecomers had to stand. After 2

to develop emotional pres-
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period of silent prayer and individual sentence prayers,
Wwhich were not the wordy expressions of the overly pious
but solid expressions of repentance and hope, the students
Wwho had signed S.V.M. commitment cards quietly filed
to the front and left their cards with Ted Johnson, then
stepped out into the Kansas winter, their heads held high
and a new light in their eyes. .
Several of the senior leaders at the Quadrennial, who
met for prayer together after it was all over, expressed the
OPinion that the Strong Prayer Meeting was “something
quite without precedent since the beginning of the Stu-
ent Volunteer Movement at Mount Hermon 1 1886.
he Strong Prayer Meeting is now spoken of by some
2 an act of God on the first day of the year 1933 &
awrence, Kansas, which may become just a5 significant
(? I our time as the Haystack Prayer Meeting at Williams
ollege 146 years ago. .
. “awrence, with the great tradition and qaref.ul Pla.ns he-
d it and the leading of the Holy Spirit within it, has
rought and will continue to bring students of this genera-
tion to a commitment to and a deepened u.ndersta.ndlr}llg
of the world mission to which God is calling us 1 the

istian Church at this moment in history






PART II

The Christian Mission Is Revealed in the
Purpose of God

E )

o};ﬁiifzblzcal message of the confere
tian misg- fo”.r sections which set forth the place of the Chris-
“ hrisz:":z 10{7? in the purpose of God. Dr. Mackay’s address,
tire cop ingdom—Man’s Hope” was the theme for the en-
ning mef erence. Although this address came at the last eve-
place ; tetmg, Just .before the watch night worship, We have
50 pove first in this part of the report becatise it SUmmMAarizes
r. ]Org””y the content of the entire conference.
ton The ? Alexander Mackay bas been president of Prince-
Semingy ological Seminary since 1936. A graduate of the
g"aduatyd(B‘D . 1915), be was born in Inverness, Scotland,
rincet: from the University of Aberdeen, and went 10
the Fre nCon a fellowship. While in Pertt as a missionary of
Vian Coe}l bu’.’ch of Scotland, be founded the Anglo-Pers-
Niveys; ege in Lima, received a Litt.D. from the Nmfzonftl
itng, I ity of Peru and taught at San Marcos Umq{emty in
resh 7 1932 he became secretary for Latin America of the
Yterian, U.S.A., Board of Foreign Missions. He was

bresid

ent of the Board of Foreign Missions from 1944 to
e is now a member of the Central Commuttee of the
of the nternationa

Wo ?
is:iljngounczl of Churches, chairman o -
o"ganizatgy Council and of the joint committee of the two
lish apg tons. He bas quritten NUmMerous books i1 both Eng-
Spanish, and founded the quarterly Theology Today,

Sery; >
g as its editor until 1951.

nce is included in tI?e




SECTION 1

Christ’s Kingdom—Man’s H ope
JOHN A. MACKAY

I want to make ¢
is that Christ must
second is th

lear two simple affirmations: the ﬁl;;
reign in the church today; and t
at Christ shall reign over mankind tomorrow.

Christ Must Reign in the Church Today

Jesus Christ must be regnant in the fellowship of thofie
who profess his name, in the company of the redefimeh .
Being regnant in the church, he must reign both in the

Church’s message and in the Church’s mission.

Chrise’s Reign in the Church’s Message

Now what is the message of the Christian Church in
which Christ must 1,

_ ¢ regnant? A simple word suggests
itself, the “Gospel.” € must understand what the GOSP‘?1
is, for it would be quite disastrous jf we were to leave this
conference with any doubt in our minds as to what the
word means,

Well, what is i It is «

" e ’”
good news,” “glad tidings.
Good news about what?

Is it good news about man? No.
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psychology, and other subjects, man has been unmasked,
and we can no longer think of him romantically. The
heart of man is unspeakably bad and will lead to unspeak-
ably sordid things if certain checks are taken away. The
human heart is filled with an overwhelming cupidity, an
urge to possess, an overweening craving for power. Man
wants to be a god, a little god i his own right; he wants
to owe nothing to Deity. When he is found out he in-
dulges in a universal self-righteousness that tries to justify
itself by saying that he is not responsible for his actions,
or that the responsibility lies at somebody else’s door.
There is no Gospel about man. He is a fool who trusts in
man, as recent history demonstrates.

Not about man but about God is the good news. To
say “There is 2 God” is good news, for then we sce 2
world of order and within it a place for man. But to say
there is a God is not enough. There may be order, but
it leaves one cold. There may be meaning in an ordered
universe, but it does not inspire enthusiasm.

If I say “God is love,” that is better news. To believe
that God is love is to believe that there is a Supreme Being
who is interested, who cares, who is sympathetic, and who
is never guilty of doing harm; but that is not enough, it
is not the Gospel. It is not the Gospel for this reason. This
God of good will, does he love only nice people, lovable
people? Does he love me who has a record of sin? That
1s what I want to know.

But if I say, “For God so loved the world that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish but have eternal life,” that is the Gospel.
It is the Gospel for two reasons. First, because the core
of the good news about the Deity is that his interest in
man, his concern about me, was a costly thing. He gave
himself in Christ. The Gospel is inseparably bound up
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s
with an act in history. God became the GOd'nl;‘aI;’c gﬁ:&.
Christ. Through manand a truly human nature eBecauSe
cally faced life and evil in human nature head-on. heart
Christ faced the sinister and evil forces in the human

: t
and in the world, he paid the cost, he was crucified. Bu

by being crucified by the representatives of a pure mono-
theism and the soldiers

R . o Tege . e
of an international c1v1hzat10fne‘t,l 1
gave himself also for humgn sin. Those same forces 0

found no fault i him, the Pure One. The Divine One

died as the representative of a new humanity and rose
froxp the dead to fulfill

the divine purpose. By so (;i ol;leg_

he introduced 3 pey cosmic fact into history anh cbe—
ated a new type of human Community of which he
came the Lord, d. tri-

vis is the Gospel; that Jesus Christ my Lord, to-
umphed, and thye L, in him and through him, can 0
triumph over the gyj] of my own nature and over histor
cal forces,

The Good News—gq Meeting wizp, Jesus Christ

How do 1 know—hoyw can I demonstrate the fact—that
this is the Gooq News? Here i what might be called thle
personal or, if yoy yi allow me to say it, the lyrical,
though not the Sentimental, side of the Gospel. “That
Whosoever belieyer, i him”—what does that mean? Not
only to believe merely what he did, but to commit myself
to the one who wae i

38 alive forevermore, I re-

heart T give thee, L, agerly and sincerely.” These
Wwords occur in whag ;5 known a5 “Calyin’s Crose.” They
interpret the TeANINg of 3 tremendons emblem, a flaming
heart upon the Palm of ap outstretched hand—“My heart
Igive Thee, Lord

ord, e
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The good news, lyrically or subjectively speaking, is a
meeting with a spiritual reality—with Jesus Christ who
lives. In that meeting, Christ takes over. . . . That is the
good news which keeps the eye clear and the heart from
becoming bitter, and which will brace one up for what-
ever is to come. This, as I understand it, is the Gospel, for
Jesus Christ is Lord; the God-man is my Savior and my
Lord. The “Gospel” is the ultimate fact about spiritual
reality; it is the Good News about Jesus Christ.

Christ’s Reign in the Church’s Mission

Now Jesus Christ must be regnant in the Church’s #is-
sion just as he must be regnant in the Church’s message.
What is the Church’s mission? To bring the whole world
to Christ—that is the supreme task of the Christian
Church; to make known to all mankind—lettered and un-
couth, black, white, red and yellow, democrat and com-
munist, proletariat and capitalist, that God has entered
into life and history, and that there is good news for man.
That evangelistic task—as we call it—constitutes the su-
preme mission of the Christian Church. It is to make Jesus
Christ known, not as an idea but as a reality, and by word
and personality to introduce people to Jesus Christ so
that there may take place a great encounter between
Jesus and the human spirit everywhere. .

It is part of the Church’s mission, in which Jesus Christ
is regnant, to practice the spirit of Christ. Now let us be
quite clear about this. No one can be loyal to the Gospel,
no one can be fully a Christian if he is 2 mere talker. He
may be the most wonderful Bible scholar, he may be the
most orthodox person, but neither his Bible study nor his
orthodoxy will make him a Christian or save him unless
he has also the spirit of Christ; because unless he has, he is
“none of his.”
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No ideas, however good, will save anyone. It lsd(;ﬁ?t’
the encounter with a living person that does that, anh s
encounter means the infusion into our spirit of CC tﬁ-ist.
spirit. The Church must practice the spirit of e
What does that mean? It means that the Churc 3 -
whole, and at all times everywhere, must be de'VOt%Vh o
those works which reflect the spirit of Jesus Christ. W o
says that medical mission work and educational mlS§l(:1 .
work and agricultural mission work and such expressmhe
of the spirit of Christ are carried out only to make t

preaching of the Gospel possible? That is a dishonor to
Jesus Christ; he did not work that way.

re
e spoke as never man spoke, but he was no me
talker, and after a day’s

talk he wouldn’t let the peoplg
g0 home to digest his ideas unless they had some fooc
within them, Educational work, medical work, and agri-
cultural work are good in themselves, They always have
a place as an interpretation of the Gospel which makes
them possible, for they are the manifestations and over-
tones of the spirit of Chrige who “went about doing

g0od.” And I venture to say, in the light of Christ a.nd hiz_
teaching, there never can be any form or expression O
the missionary work of the Chr

istian religion that is not
interested in doing good among people in a physical way
and not merely ta] King to them about their souls.
But I'would add th; :
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spurit of Christ can never be regnant in the Church if the
Church is not deeply concerned about human justice.

hert? are times when the Church’s eyes must blaze with
holy indignation. But what it does and what it says in
anger must be done in the spirit of Christ.

Jesus Christ moreover can never be regnant in the
.Ch‘m}h unless we reach—it may be by degrees—a position
In which there is absolutely no racial discrimination within
the Christian Church and in which the Christian is never
comfortable in any society where such discrimination
Prevails, He will never cease to protest against anything
that is unworthy of the fact that God made man of one
blood an that with the blood of his only Son he redeemed
Usallintg 4 holy fellowship of faith and made us members
of Christ’s body. .

hrist must reign in the Church’s mission, in such a way
that the Church may be filled with his prayer. What is his
Prayer? “Thae they all may be one.” That is not an ex-
Pression of pure sentimentality. There will be in the Chris-
tan Church all the rich diversity that there is 1 nature,
that there js in the human family. I do not mean that there
ever come a time when organizational structures will

all become one structure. 1 have set myself resolutely
against the concept that the Christian ideal is one unified
€cclesiastical structure. We are not going to Rorr{amze
rotestantism, I know too much of what that particular
octrine of the Church leads to. 've seen it in Spain.
€re you equate nationality and religion, you produf:e

A sepulcher. There will be a rich diversity within a Chris-
tan mutuality; there will be co-operation between Chris-
tans in which the gifts of the Spirit will abound and in
Which we shall give the right hand of fellowship to all
those who bow their heads in allegiance to Jesus Qhrlst,
Owever different they may be from us in the manifesta-
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tions of their faith and in the expression or interpretation
of it.

But let us be quite clear about this: the Church, like the
world, is subject to self-righteousness. Self-righteousness
often emerges in sacred spots, and our most sacred place
is where we Christians sit down together to commemorate
the dying love of Christ and to be partakers of his body,

and enjoy his living presence. I say this calmly, deliber-
ately—within the context of the ecumenical movement

and as a member of the Central Committee of the World

Council of Churches: in my own judgment it is ecclesiasti-
cal self

-righteousness and unwarranted sacrilege when any
Church g

roup denies access to the Lord’s Supper to any
other. N

ow this situation will not be altered easily. I un-
derstand and s

ympathize with my brethren who, because
of conscientious scruples debar me and other Christian
brethren from Holy Communion. But I don’t believe
Christ would doit, I don’t believe Paul would do it, I don’t

elieve we should do it Ibelieve the time is coming when
we shall

) cease doing it, in the truer unity of the faith and
In the better knowledge of the Son of God.

. oW I pass on to my second affirmation which comes,
1 @ sense, as an appendage to the other.

Christ Shall Reign over Mankind Tomorrow

Jesus Christ IILn;st reign in the Church today—he shall
reign over mankind tomopyg the tomor-
row when Christ sh . When comes

\ all reign over mankind? We naturall
think of the tomorrow whi ' !

. ch dawns in eternity, so much
expressed in our ap

He shall reion 5} OCalyp.tic literature and in our hymns.
€ shall reign, it is true, in the lives of the blessed dead,

sphere of the reign of Jesus Christ; I want to affirm that
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Christ shall reign over mortal man in history. Now we
must have no romanticism about this. We know that no
evolutionary force, nothing inherent in the historical
Process is going to bring in the kingdom of God.
The reading of history shows us that there is in history
a dialectic, History is no flower garden—history is a battle-
field where God is in deadly struggle with the forces of
evil. As judge, Christ reigns over mankind in history be-
cause no historical personality or group can succeed in
80Ing counter to the spirit of Jesus Christ and escape the
consequences. Now that is one of the remarkable discov-
eries of the deeper study of history in our time—that dia-
lectic, that gravitational pull, whereby those who want
to enthrone themselves in high places and become little
gods ¢ventually tumble down and lick the dust. We
1Stians should rejoice in the fact that this revolutionary
era is teaching that no one man or nation can seek sover-
€180ty as a deity and get off with it. When man tries to be
3 God doub js produced in the human heart, disintegra-
ton is created in human society, and the effort results in
e hopeless situation that we now have. If history proves
2n}’thmg, it is this: it re-echoes the Biblical truth that no
1€ Can obtain absolute security.

Chrisps Kingdom to Come in History
More and more as life goes on—and it is not due 1 think
o senility but to a deeper understanding of history and
iblical truth—there is to me something very sweet an
IIStian in the idea of a millennium. History is going to
vindicate Jesus Christ; there is going to be a consumma-
ton of the Gospel worthy of the Cross and the Resur-
rection. This may not be through the natural processes of
Story, nor perhaps through the ordinary preaching
of the Gospel, but through the overwhelming manifesta-
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tion of the power of Christ in history so that carthly rulers
and all the forces of history become subject to his will. It
may come after a very revolutionary time and after man-
kind has been beaten to its knees. This process may be
necessary before men will recognize that there can be no
terrestrial power that does not take Jesus Christ and his
law seriously. )

He shall Zeign. What I am saying is this: I do not be-
lieve it necessary to postpone the Kingdom and any real
manifestation of God’s power beyond history. Christ shall
reign over mortal man in history. We know not when—
we know not for how long; but, inasmuch as he became
man and became subject to the forces of history, it is my
profound conviction that it is within history that the Gos-
pel will be vindicated and its most glorious day will come.
For that reason we as Christians can live and die in the
hope that the radiant forces of the universe are with us.
We can say that within history there shall be a worthy
manifestation—an overwhelming manifestation of the
power of the risen Christ. Whether it be a personal return
or a personal presence, I believe that in history there shall
be an equivalent of the reign of Christ.

Establishing the Church Throughout the World

If we believe that, then what js our task as Christians
and members of the Christian Church? I is not necessary
to say that the ordinary ministration of the Christian

Church is not to bring in the kingdom of God—the king-
dom of Christ, No,

we build the Church, but we do not
build the Kingdom. The Biblical way of putting it is that
we “prepare the way of the Lord.” We prepare for his
coming again, opening highways and byways that he may
come. Then what do we do} We

. are to establish the
Church in all parts of the world. The “Beloved Commu-



Christ’s Kingdom—Man's Hope 27

nity” is the place where the existence of the Kingdom is
realized, where people love one another—where they serve
the highest together and prepare the way of the Lord.
Nothing can be more important than to love and serve
thus now, and we can do it, feeling that the “radiant forces
of the universe” are with us. We can dance and sing as
We go into all the earth, into other frontiers of society,
whether among the people and buildings of Manhattan,
or the Canadian Northwest, or any place in Africa or
India or Asia or the islands of the sea. Go as members of
the Christian Church to establish communities where
Christ shall be regnant. Be dedicated to this mission in the
hope and with the revolutionary expectancy that the Lord
In whom we believe and the King whom we adore shall
come and shall establish his peace. Do this and greet to-
morrow with a cheer.

Some of us will go abroad in the greater missionary
movement of the Christian Church. I say “greater” be-
Cause we are now going not as mere pioneers or m.ission-
aries; we are going as “partners in obedience,” with na-
tional Christians in all parts of the world who are the
leaders of the Church in their country, and many of whom
are far abler intellectually than we are and far deeper
Spiritually. We are going as “partners in obedience” in
that great fellowship of saints. The younger churches are
§oing to need all sorts of people from Canada and the

nuted States, and from one nation into anothel: nation
will go those to whom God has given special gifts and
Capacities to help them in their work.

cher of us are going to remain here. Not all of us are
going to be engaged in full-time mission board service.
But the important thing is to accept our vocation as a task
from Jesus Christ. Whether it be medicine or whether it

e farming, or whether it be business, you must ask the
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question—how can I prepare the way of the Lord, to
make it easier for his coming and to make him better

understood against the day when the manifestation of his
power breaks?

Giving Yourself to Christ

So that is where we are. The end of the road is here, and
the beginning of another road opens before wus. H;)w are
we going to cross the threshold of the new year? I can
think of no better way than, in our human weakness as

people who feel they need something that they don’t have

o . <
themselves, to say in terms of the great confession, “My

heart I give thee, Lord, eagerly and sincerely.”
Will you allow me to ask’ this: if this that I suggest

means nothing to you will you try it—venture on it? In
the calm witness of my own life,

and in my reflection
upon Scripture and the lives of other Christians, this Lord
Jesus Christ the King will not let you down, if you are
willing that his Kingdom should come in your life. The
moment that you say, “Thou, servant of the Lord, come
in,” the moment that ou say, “Come, oh, come to my
heart, Lord Jesus,” that day will be a new day, you will
cross the threshold of a ney life, you will have a gentle-
man for your life companion—a Savior with whom you
can feel at liberty but who will never take liberties with
you. Your heart ‘will haye 5 fullness, your eyes will have
new brightness, and your whole personality will respond
to him who said once yesterda > and says now, out of his
eternity, “Follow me

_ e.” For eternity js now, and the life
everlasting must begin now, and

it can be in now and go
on forever and forever and forever, 8 g
“Thou, O Christ, art worthy; thoy,

O Christ, art able.
€, make us what thou

art, what we long
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to be, what the world needs us to be. Lord Jesus Christ,

We give ourselves to thee. Take us for thine own name’s
sake now and forever. Amen.”

THOUGHT PROVOKERS

1. What is the Gospel?
2. Has man made any significant progress in the last three
thousand years? If so, what? If not, why?
3. What is the supreme task of the Christian Church?
4. Can the Church practice “closed communion” and still
manifest the spirit of Christ?
5. Can the Church be officially or practically segregated
¥ races and have the spirit of Christ? .
6. Give other ways in which the Church expresses its
self-righteousness. .
OW can you “give yourself to Christ”’?




Ebrtor’s Note

The three major morning addresses of the conference were
given by Dr. Ranson on the Christian Hope, and they make
up the next three sections of this report. These addresses pro-
vided a general framework for the conference and were the
subject of much discussion in the “mincon” and otber small
groups.

Dr. Charles W. Ranson, General Secretary of the Inter-
mational Missionary Council, was born in Balyclare, Ireland,
in 1903. Educated at Methodist College, Queens University,
and Edghill Theological College in Belfast and Oriel College
at Oxford, be was ordained in 1929. The major part of bis
life bas been spent as a missionary in India where be bas
served in several special capacities, such as the secretary of
the National Christian Council of India, Burma, and Ceylon.
Returning to England in 1946, Mr. Ranson became director
of social and economic research of the International Mis-
sionary Council. At its Whitby meeting be was chosen to be

its general secretary. Widely traveled, be is g fellow of the
Royal Economic Society of the Royal Institute of Interna-

tional Affairs in London. His books include A City in Tran-
sition, The Things That Abide, 27d Renewal and Advance.!

1The publishers and copyright years f th _
spectively: CLS. in Indiv. 1938, g O the three books are re

a, 1938; CLS. i i i
House Press, 1948. in India, 1946; Edinburgh



SECTION 2

The Ultimate Hope
CHARLES W. RANSON

The Christian mission is rooted in the Christian faith.
It derives its primary motive and meaning not in the needs
of a given generation or the dilemmas of history but in the
Purpose of God—that “eternal purpose which he purposed
n Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Ephesians 3:11) To seek it
elsewhere is to be exposed to the relativities of history,
to the perils of a shoddy sentimentality and, ultimately,
to the bitterness of disillusion. .

That i why, in these morning sessions, our concern 15
Wwith the meaning of the revelation of God in Jesus Christ.

€ shall not, of course, discuss the Christian faith in a
Vacuum. To do so would be to distort it, since it cannot
be understood apart from history. We shall not, therefore,
'gnore the facts which challenge faith. We shall not shut
OUr eyes to the revolutionary ferment of our time. We
dare not evade the vast panorama of need and of fear, of
Perplexity and despair, which forms so much of the con-
text of contemporary history. But we shall try to see 1t
all in the light of “the hope set before us” in the Good

ews of Jesus Christ.

Why Hope?

When I was invited to give these morning talks, I asked
a student what he would talk about if he were given my

31
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job. He thought for 2 moment and then said, “I think I
should try to answer the question: Why hope?” That 1s
precisely what I am going to attempt. It is a tough assign-
ment, for I cannot ask this question merely as a kind of
rhetorical peg on which to hang a lot of neat and ready-
made theological answers. I, too, have known the pangs of
doubt as to whether it is an answer. I therefore invite you
to join me not in a passive banquet in which you are ex-
pected to swallow all the morsels that fall from this plat-
form, but in a strenuous pilgrimage in which together we
seek the grounds of the Christian hope.

As we set out on our quest we shall need fixed points by
which to steer a course. We shall begin with the assump-
tion that the meaning of history can be found only if we
reckon seriously with that which lies beyond history. If
we take account merely of the boisterous winds which
blow around us, if we keep our eyes only on the rocks
and shoals and currents of contemporary events, we shall
only make shipwreck.

As we seck to find the grounds of hope, our fixed points
shall be these:

() ;lvil;at God has done—by his mighty acts within
to

(b) what God is doing—in the life and witness of the
community of faith

(c) what God will do—in that final victory to which
the Christian looks forward in hope, in which he
already participates by faith, and through which
Christ’s kingly rule shall be universally acknowl-

edged by the world which he has redeemed.

"The last question of the Christian future is for most of
us the most difficult, obscure, and controversial aspect of
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the Christian faith. It is probable that for many of us it is
the least familiar, For that reason, and for the more

.

Weighty reason that it lies at the very heart of the Chris-
tian understanding of history, I am going to begin at the
end, by inviting you to consider this morning the nature
of zhe ultimate hope. But in order to see the relevance of
the ultimate Christian hope, let us first take a look at the

anatomy of contemporary disillusion.

The Anatomy of Disillusion

A few months ago, while traveling in Great Britain, I
Pickedup 4 copy of The Time Literary Supplement. This
B2 weeldy journal, distinguished by the quality of its

tetary criticism, The issue proved to be a special number
OFVOted to an analysis of “The Mind of 1951.” This pnnd

Western man as it is revealed in contemporary litera-
:}11‘ © Was exposed in a series of essays of unusua} penetra-
1011}'-The}’ dealt with fiction and drama, with history and
1},) Q:ttics, with art and science and religion. The article on
cliglon was the dullest in the bag. The most lively com-
ons on religious issues appeared elsewhere. In an article
on politica] thought, for example, it was stated with the
gilc.)eateSt vigor that all the really important political ques-
IS are theological, “All serious literature is today theo-
981Cal—to an extent that it has not been for at least three
l;(ndrf;d years.” “The fundamental questions have to be
as%ed,” said this writer, “and he who does not ask them 1s
porely a bombinating bore.” There are, I fear, still a num-
s‘fir of boIl‘lbinating_; bores about—and they are not all out-
1de college campuses.
dul ¢ attitude of this particular writer was perhaps un-

a Y flattering to the complacency of the pious. But 1t did
not tell the whole story. The total impact of this skillful

18gnosis of the mind of 1951 is best summed up in this



34 Christ’s Kingdom Is Maw’s Hope
sentence:

. . o . . u-
“No one avoids dissatisfaction—it is the resid
ary emotion of the age.” o
“The air of elegant scepticism,
the 1920’ and the early 1930 has
iIs “an extreme malaise”—the mal

- estern
residuary emotion of the age. That ma}r.beptrue of w
Europe—is it true here in North America:

When I got back to the United States, I found fﬁ:xt:
Time Magazine also had been engaged in this POpears
journalistic pastime of portraying a generation. It app

; s
to have reached approximately the same goncluSIOIfllzrz_
The Time Literary Supplement. In 1 portrait of a ge i
tion published in 3 recent Time, one finds the S?mf; o a5
contrasted impressions. On the one hand, there st Their
sertion that “increasingly larger numbers are seeking her
faith not in secular Panaceas but in God.” On the other;
there is a devastating p;

orn so gracefully in
‘\Yanished.g’ In its place
aise of disillusion—the

pointment is life’s o

How typical tha
tion, you will knowy better than I, I sus
such anima] g5 4

typical student. Tt js 1
there are prevailin

g moods and attjty
time tend to influence th

the majority. At
€ present moment, there ; I
mood of disenchantrnent which has cut so dee
lacks even the ener

of cynicism. Tt often expresses itself
n the opportunism which

nly certainty.,

tis of the mood of this student genera-

pect that there is no
one the less true that
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world. But behind the hopeless muddle of external events
there lie certain broad implications which, consciously
Or unconsciously, affect the contemporary mood. Let me
suggest two, which, I believe, go to the root of much of
our contemporary disillusion. One is the frustration of
idealism—secular and Christian. The other is what Her-
bert Butterfield calls “a defect in the transmission of hu-
man experience.” These two things are, as We shall see,

closely related.

The Hope of Scientific Humanism
When I was a boy, I was an ardent student of the works
gf Mr. H. G. Wells. I don’t know whether anyone reads

Im nowadays. There was a time when he was the princl-
Pal popular exponent of scientific humanism, the prophet
of romantic materialism. His Outline of Histor}, in 1920,
though scoffed at by professional historians, was a bril-
liant achievement which exerted a widespread influence.
Ie Wwas not, of course, an outline of history at all. It was the
Projection of the gospel of H. G- Wells onto 2 Rseudohls-
torical pattern, That gospel was expounded in 2 long
series of novels and other books which were written with
great lucidity and a kind of cynical exuberance. It was
embalmed in celluloid and shown in movie houses all over
the world,

. The Wells gospel was based upon certain c.lear assump-
tions. The only realities of which it took serious account
Wwere those which belonged to the world of space and
time. The chief jnstruments of human advance were mass
education, sanitary plumbing, scientific skill, and in-
dustrial organization. By a process of natural evolution, as-
sisted by human ingenuity, humanity Was destined to
move onward and upward roward Utopia. Such was the

Wellsian eschatology.
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here were sceptics and dissenters. But they did not
ha-}; the ear of the? public—or its eye. Millions of people
who never read a line of H. G. Wells were enabled to sit
in plush seats and watch across the intervening darknesz
“the shape of things to come.” They saw a world full o
charm, correctly shaded lipstick and interch.ange.able' em-
ployers and employees. Golden lads and girls, in silken
shorts and open-necked shirts, were able to live delgctable
lives, provided by science with innumerable conveniences.
hey could be seen shooting through the air at incredible
speed (for space, like sin, had been conquered) and falling

I0to one another’s hygienic arms in blissful content. Such
was the Wellsian apocalyptic.

Behind this fantasy there lay a faith. Prosperity was an
end in itself. Scientifi

C progress was endowed with trans-
cendental qualities, What was wro g with the world was

thought of the westerp world
There is a sequel to this gt
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Optimism was completely deflated, and the prophet of ro-
mantic materialism could see no future save one of cosmic
suicide. The end of the human experiment was at hand—
perhaps in a matter of months. In the biography of this
nﬁan of genius we may read the story of a generation. If
the present generation hears only

upon life’s darkening slope
The ground whirl of the perished leaves of hope,

2 large part of the explanation lies in that story.
tIs necessary, however, to carry the dissection of the

anatomy of disillusion a little further. . .

; P?Ofessor Herbert Butterfield has pointed out n Chris-
Hanity and History:
en?‘ymg to a defect in the transmission of human experl-
the ?im Comparatively recent times, many people, as they face
the: evelopments that are taking place in the world, feel that
ok expectations have been cheated—feel that the future is

Ot what they thought they had a right to hope for3

Most of us, T suspect, have been influenced by this “defect

In the transmission of human experience.” We have lgeen
al to be realized

::r?gl-lt to think of history in terms of a go

thin history, and toward which the whole course 0

man life in time is moving in an inevitable progression.
o € panorama of the centuries found its meaning 1n terms

such progress.

From the 18¢h century onward, political theorists were
h:gpy to speak, as Christianity with its dimension of eternllt);
Coulgeger done, as though every generation except the lals

e regarded as a means to an end, provided that the last
generation did obtain the promise. The logical conclusion o
is assumption can be seen in Marxist thought.*

3
4 New York: Charles Scribner and Sons, 1950.
Butterfield, op. cis.
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History was read as the rolling out of a red carpet acllo?g
which some lucky future generation would trea o
Utopia. The tremendous strides of modern science mide-
mastery of the physical universe encouraged the w

spread hope that the goal was almost within human grasp-
But instead of

grasping it our generation has watched iI:l
helpless impotence and dismay as it has receded before
rising tide of

Catastrophic events. There was no roomlif:l’f
catastrophe in our reading of history—.hence: the fee o ft
that history has somehow played us a dirty trick. The

generation is not going to be the favored one, It is merely
going to be the unlyc

ky one, which will witness the final
agonies of racia] suicide,

Many Christians have shared in “the defect in the trans-
mission of hum i

thought of
sance—believed they had ov
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haps since the first century of our era have men been so
conscious of living in the last times. This is an age to
which the Christian gospel of hope should speak with a
piercing relevance. Yet many of us are dumb—because
our theological confusion has cut the nerve of our Chris-
tian purpose. We need to discover afresh the nature of
Christian hope, if we are to find anew the meaning of the

Christian mission in the world.

Christian Hope in the Bible

We can understand the hope set before us only by
a return to the Bible, particularly to the world of the
New Testament. For men and women of our generation
who have been brought up in a world in which the
autonomy of history has been regarded as axiomatic, that
requires an effort of imagination and will. o

The New Testament message is that Jesus Christ is the
last word of God and about God. He is also the last word
about history. “That beyond which nothing can happen
has already happened.” This strange and dramatic para-
dox is the burden of the New Testament message from
beginning to end. “The time is fulfilled and the kingdom
of God is at hand; repent ye, and believe the Gospel.”
(Mark 1:15) This was the “gospel of God” as our Lord
himself first proclaimed it in Galilee. .

The accent of urgency which sounds through this and
all the subsequent preaching and teaching of the Gosp-els,
Acts, and Epistles is that it points not only to §ometh1'ng
Stupendous which has happened but to someghmg which
1s about to happen. Those two facts, that which has hap-
pened and that which is about to happen, are bound to-
gether in New Testament thought and cannot be sepa-
rated.
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The Christian era and the Christian life are viewed in the
New Testament as set between two poles, between the félCt
that the end has come and the fact that the end is yet to be.
No great New Testament phrase can be understood apart
from this double reference. The kingdom of God is at

hand in the senge that it is here and in the sense that it is

imminent. Eternal Jife js both a future 1 ope and a pre§en§
fact. Salvation is a present possession but also an objec

Christian worship. The Eucharist
n of Christian life and devotion—
Proclaims the Lord’s death (that which has been d‘?“e
once for all). It is an get of commemoration or of re;
Presentation.” But it also looks forward in anticipation 0

coming—it proclaims the Lord’s death “until he
come.” Jesus Christ is the firgt and the last, the Alpha
and the Omega inni

» the beginning and the end.

—the central expressio

p



The Ultimate Hope 41

he is the head of the body, the church: who is the begin-
ning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he
might have the pre-eminence. For it pleased the Father
that in him should fullness dwell.”” (Colossians 1:14-19)
Can you catch in those rolling periods the note of victory,
the assurance of a kingship which cannot be shaken, the
sense of a consummation already achieved yet still to be?
Or does it merely sound to you like whirling words

full of sound and fury
signifying nothing.

One reason why many of us find this New Testament
conception of the cosmic Christ alien and difficult to
grasp is that we have jettisoned an idea which dominated
the whole outlook of the New Testament. “This Jesus
which was received up from you into heaven shall so
come in like manner as ye beheld him going into heaven.”
(Acts 1:11) So spake the two men in white apparel, to
the disciples who had witnessed our Lord’s ascension.
“, . . That blessed hope and the glorious appearing of
the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13)
is an essential ingredient in the world of New Testament
thought, which was allowed to fade out of nineteenth
It is no mere accident that with the
fading of this central New Testament hope the clear
New Testament vision of the Christ who is the Lord of
creation and the King of history has also been dimmed.

We have continued to affirm in the words of the clas-

sical creeds the hope of the Church. “From thence he

shall come to judge the quick and the dead,” says the

Apostles’ Creed. “And he shall come again with glory
to judge both the quick and the dead” is the affirmation

of the Creed of Nicaea. If we were to take a Gallup poll

in this great gathering on the question: What do you
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really believe about the second coming?—] imagine that

interesting results. The truth is that

of the last things which is intellec-
2 ey have left the task to those Wholin
Isaiah calls “the astrologers, the stargazers, and the

monthly prognosticators,” They have left it to the htlel' Eilll-
ists, to the ecclesiastica] eccentrics or the theologically
literate, And o when an

yone talks as I am doing today,
he is likely to be written off a5 a pious obscurantis. (Just

. . . o_
as many of you are saying within yourselves at this mo
ment, [ wonder awhy” sy, fellow is digging up all this
weird dope.) The answer

15, Because it is impossible to
see the Christian hope in its cosmic dimensions or to un-
derstand the Christian mission within history until we re-
Store to a central place in oy thought that note of ex-
Pectancy which strikes throughout the New Testament:
Even so, come, Lord Jesy;.

St. Paul tells us thyt “we are saved by hope.” And that
1S quite literally trye,

Opelessness ‘means death—the
death of the spirit. For when We cease to hope, we cease
to live,

Something was dead

in each of us
Wwhat wag dead

was hope.

Those are the most devastating lines in Oscar Wilde’s
tragic “Ballad of Reading Gy » And you remember
of the Inferno: “All
At 4 moment in his-
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Most of us have learned to understand the Christian
hope in two main ways.

We have thought of the hope of the Kingdom in vague
terms as a process within history. The spread of Chris-
t}anity, the winning of men to faith in Christ, the Chris-
tianizing of society, and the gradual achievement of
harmony and perfection within the temporal order have
had their place in this vision of the future. We shall see
later that despite the vague utopianism of some of these
ideas, they are not all invalid. But they are inadequate and
they offer at best a feeble and truncated version of the
hope of the Kingdom as the New Testament reveals it.
Some of these temporal hopes have been shot from be-
neath us by the explosions of the contemporary history.
That is why so many of us are dismayed and uneasy as
we look to the Christian future.

We have tended to take refuge increasingly in the
other element in the Christian hope, which has never
been surrendered—the hope of personal resurrection and
of the life everlasting. Recent Christian thought about the
last things has been concentrated upon the fact and mo-
ment of death. It has tended thus to be a question of sur-
vival, of personal immortality. And when we talk of
Christian hope we often think only on these things and
in these individual terms. This also is something previous
to Christian faith and hope. When Johp Wesley saic.l,
“Our people die well,” he was bearing witness to a glori-
ous reality of Christian experience. It 1s impossible to
stand by a deathbed, lighted by the l}nconquerable hope,
and not be deeply moved by the reality and the power of
the Christian faith in immortality. It is a priceless element
in personal faith. It speaks with power to the wistful
question which men have asked in every age and which
they ask today: “If a man die shall he live?”
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Yet, the fact remains that in the New Testament

the point round which hope and interest revolve is not the
moment of death, but the day of the Parousia or appearance
of Christ in the glory of his kingdom. Moreover, in the main
stream of New Testament tradition this is first and foremost
a hope not for the dead but for the living.8

The resurrection hope is not excluded. But the hOpe_ of
the Kingdom which engaged the interest and expectation
of the earliest Christians concerned primarily not their
OWn prospects beyond the grave but the triumph of
Christ the King of history. Their hope was primarily
social and historical. It was only secondarily personal.

hey were wrong in their expectation that the consum-
mation of history was

to happen in the immediate future.
Because of this €ITOor in timi

It is important to note three things, First, the whole
trend of the best present-day Biblicy] scholarship is in

the direction of a Tfecovery of the New Testament view
of history. Biblical scholars inc: i

to understan(.l the New T

estament tion of
the end of history. 7t conceptio

Second, there are signs within the life of the Church of
a revival of the ultimate §

ope of a Tecovery of that ex-
8 Robinson, op. cit., p. 10,
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pectancy which marked the outlook of the earliest
Church.

Already out of the darkened skies the strange familiar
words of the New Testament have come again like thunder-
claps to the Churches of the persecution. . . . Christians in
cellars and in concentration camps have sensed again some-
thing of what it means to live with the prayer—*“Amen, come,

Lord Jesus.”?

_ The third thing to remember is that to perhaps a ma-
jority of Christians in Great Britain and America the
New Testament idea of the last things is practically
meaningless. We are therefore in grave danger of dis-
missing the revival of New Testament expectancy as
continental obscurantism or an easy way of escape from
our present historical dilemmas. I say “grave danger” be-
cause I believe our peril here to be real. We may miss the
day of our visitation—unless we come to this question of
the ultimate hope with open minds and hearts ready to
allow the winds of God’s Holy Spirit to blow away our
Prejudices and inhibitions and take the scales from our
eyes which have been so long fastened on the temporal
that they cannot discern the majesty of God’s eternal

purpose.

The Practical Meaning of the Ultimate Hope

What, then, does the recovery of the ultimate hope—
that Christ shall come again with glory to judge both the
quick and the dead—mean for you and me and for our
understanding of the Christian mission within history?

a. It does not mean that we shall “know the times and
seasons which the Father has set within his own au-
thority.” That was our Lord’s last word to his disciples

" Robinson, op. cit., pp. 23-24.
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when they asked him saying: “Lord, wilt thou at this
time rcsto}zr'e again the ki}rrxgc%om to Israel? And he said
unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the sea-
sons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But
ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you. And ye shall be witnesses unto . . . the utter-
most part of the earth.” (Acts 1:6-8)

Expectation was to lead not to fr

to world-wide witness. There was a task of tremendous

urgency to be done. “And this gospel of the kingdom

shall be preached in all the world . . . and then shall
the end come,’

" (Matthew 24- 14) Christ’s followers are
called “to throw

themselves into this task with energy
born of good hope, lookin

g confidently for the day of
Christ’s glorious return.” The good news is the affirma-
tion that the eternal Lord of history has revealed himself
within histOry in order to confront man with the final
issue of his life on earth.

uitless speculation but

od’s intentions for his people
T€ not to join the ranks of the
astrologers, Stargazers, and monthly prognosticators.
Our Lord himself discouraged speculation not only about
the end but about the course of history. “Are there few
that be saved?” He parried that question by stressing the
urgency of the issues involyed i discipleship, “Strive to
enter in by the narrow door; for many I say unto you

ry, and all humap thought, are
hole. Yet Provided we remember
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that humbling thought, some partial knowledge may be
granted to us.®

We know nothing about the precise manner of the
consummation. The language of the New Testament em-
ployed the symbols of Jewish apocalyptic to express
something which defied the normal categories of human
thought. But we do not, thank God, need to be intellec-
tual giants or historical philosophers or learned Biblical
scholars to grasp the mighty thing that the New Testa-
ment is talking about. God’s victory is assured. He is
King of history. That is the ultimate meaning of the ulti-
mate hope. )

c. This ultimate hope therefore does not mean a flight
from history. Whatever else Christians are, they cannot
be historical absentees, if they take their faith seriously.
For Christianity takes history seriously. We shall be say-
ing more about that later. Here, I will say only one
thing. The hope of Christ’s appearing, whatever else it
means, means this: that history is not “a meaningless repe-
tition of cycles.” It is real. It moves to a climax. “There
is not an infinity of time either for the race or for the in-
dividual.” Two thousand years of history have passed
since Jesus lived and died and rose again—and sPo_ke of
his return in glory. That should not dull thf: vividness
of hope. It should, as Lesslic Newbigin has said, “deepen
our sense of God’s forbearance.” .

Every generation must be brought .facc.a to face w1.th
the end of history. In every age there is lalc_l upon Ch1:1s-
tians the task—the urgent task—of confronting men with
the crisis in which they stand and the need of decision.

8H. H. Rowley: The Missionary Message of the Old Testament
(New York: Carey Press, 1945), p- 10.
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They dare not echo the parody of the well-known

hymn:
Sit down, O men of God,
His kingdom he wil] bring
henever it shall suit his will;
Ou cannot do a thing!
No, the

y have a mission 1o declare the whole counsel of
God. We have

.

ation is either a piece of
sober fact, If it i noth-

. e King-
do "—Man’s Hope, That onference is Chrise’s King

« ) € hope of Man, then we shall
not merely g0 away’

into a darkness quieted by hope.
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We shall leave this place knowing with certainty that we
are sent. We shall go as men and women for whom life
has acquired a new meaning because it has become 2 mis-
sion. We shall go with the promise and the commission
which the living Christ gave to his earliest disciples:
“Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so
send I you.” (John 20:21) And because we are vividly
aware of the hope set before us, we shall know not merely
why we are sent, but where we are going. And—what s
perhaps more important for frail and faltering creatures
such as we—we shall know that we do not go alone.

THOUGHT PROVOKERS
1. Give in your own words what Ranson believes is the

ultimate Christian hope. o .
2. What difference is there between scientific humanism

and pious humanitarianism? ) .

3. What are some of the essentials of the faith behind
scientific humanism? '

4. How would you characterize the “prevailing moods
and attitudes” of students on your campus?

5. In what way is Jesus Christ the last word about God?

6. How does Ranson’s understanding of the goal toward
which history is moving agree or differ from those of
your professors in history or literature? .

7. Why is Christian hope essential to an understanding
of the Christian faith and mission? _ .

8. Do you think that God intends to eradicate all evil

from the world?




SECTION 3

The Saving H, istory
CHARLES w. RANSON

Yesterday we considered “What God wil] do,” 9,53
ground of Christjap hope. We began by the asse:rtloa
that the Christian mission is rooted in Christian falth‘le
faith which asserts the lordship of Chrise over the who 5
historic Process—its beginning and its end. We tried t
show that the i

meaning of history ljes beyond history. But

the Christian hope is groundeq ot merely in that ultimate
victory which v i

will happen in the future, It js based OI;
something that hyg already happened. In the coming 0 ¢
Christ God hgg broken into history. Tt vag Jesus himsel
who firse interpreted hjg OWn ministry, death, and resur-
Iection as the breaking in of the kingdom of God. In him
God was a¢ work within history, and the kingdom of Go.d
is here.. Humap history has 5 Meaning not only because it
Is moving

"8 10 a consummagiqy, It has 5 Meaning because
1t claims thar Jesus Chyigt IS the center of history.,

It is Impossible, however, t0 understang that claim
unless we take account of ¢
Christ’s Coming, Th

tuation which St, Paul

describes as “the fullness of time,” “By; when the fullness

of the time wag come, God sent forth his sop» (Galatians

4:4) The coming of Chyig Was the consummation of 2
50
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process. That process is a part of God’s total design with-
in history.

As we attempt to see the unfolding drama of the saving
history with its culmination in that which is the center
of all history, we shall, I believe, detect both in the proc-
ess and in the pivotal center that which gives meaning to
the contemporary Christian mission and purpose and
direction to individual Christian life. The integrating
factor in what God has done, both in the saving history
and its culminating event, is his missionary purpose,
through Christ, “to reconcile all things unto himself.”
(Colossians 1:20) We shall therefore proceed to deal
with what God has done under these three points: the
unfolding process, the central event, and the missionary
purpose, which is the integrating factor.

The Unfolding Process

Those men who were eyewitnesses of his majesty saw
Christ not as an isolated historical phenomenon, but as the
Messiah whose coming was the fulfillment of Israel’s
hope. We cannot understand them, or indeed the ways of
God with men, as revealed in the Bible, uqless we take
adequate account of their heritage in the history of the
people of Israel. That history, as interpreted in the Bible,
is not the story of the quest for God of a people specially
gifted in the things of the spirit. It 15, first and last, the
story of God’s action. The God of the Bible is a God
who takes the initiative. The history of Israel is not the
record of a human quest; it is the story of God’s action
in history in choosing a people through whom his re-
demptive purposes could be fulfilled. . ‘

When I lived in India I had a great many Hindu friends
who regarded this idea that God had revealed his purpose
through a particular people and had finally revealed him-
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self in a human life at 5

Wwas rather a sense of outrage that the infinite God should

choose a particular People for the revelation of his pur-
pose in history, and th

could be summed up i

How odd of God

0 choose the Jews

\ )
ot Israel’s vocation and the character of God’s purpose
In relation to Israel, We note, for €xample, in the earliest

recorded Covenant, the Covenant with Abraham, that the
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note of universality is struck. The calling of Israel was
not an end in itself. In this people “shall all the families of
the earth be blessed.”

We note further in the call of Moses that God was
revealing himself as a saving God as well as an elected
God. God was choosing these miserable slaves, in their
weakness and helplessness, that he might save them. It was
because Israel was weak and helpless that God could use
her as the instrument of his revelation. Had she been a
great and powerful nation she would have needed no
salvation from Egypt that she could not have wrought
for herself. But she was to be saved by no act that she
could attribute to herself, and by one in which God’s
saving power would stand revealed. o

And that leads to another point of crucial importance.
The calling of Israel was not due to her worth. There is
no evidence that Israel was better than other peoples. On
the contrary, through the long story of God’s dealings
with this nation there is ample evidence of the perversity
of Israel, or her stubbornness and her failure. God chose
this nation because it was in deep need and therefore was
not exposed to the perils of self—sufﬁciency and pride. The
purpose of her election was that she .nnght serve God,
and because of her need she was serviceable to him. At
a later stage, Israel too often boastqd proudly of the
privilege of her election, and in her pride forgot her pur-
pose. Again and again the prophets had to remlpd t'he
nation that the rejection of the purpose of election in-
volved the abandonment of the election. There was a
fuller purpose than the revelation of God which was
implicit in the initial act of deliverance. There was a pur-
pose world-wide in scope, which could be achieved only
through Israel’s willing service. That larger purpose ap-
peared only gradually as the story unfolded. As it did
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i iled
appear, the prophets of Israel assured her thaltl.lf she fail
to give willing service she renounced her calling. e first
Finally, we may note that Moses was in a senseG ot
missionary of whom we have any knowledge. o e
him to the Israelites jn Egypt, not merely to savh o
and to lead them out of bondage, but to br§ng ; e et
worship Him, The mission of Moses began with the g e
act of deliverance, Byg ;¢ did not end there. He le

. hem-
eople to the sacred mountain, where they pledged t d
.felv[e’s inasolemn Covenant to the God who had delivere
them.

the making’of that ledge was the conception of rehg‘,‘l’% :;
man’s response to the achieved salvation of God. . . . d the
chose the God whe had first chogen them, and foun
divine initiative g¢ the root of thejy religion,
The prophet-nation became the pilgrim-nation, 3?3
through long centuries of faltering ang failure, of repe a
' ternating blindness and Y‘Slho.s_’
this nation, the chosen vehjcle of God’s revelation in hi d
destiny to which it looke

1H. H. Rowley, The Missionary
(New York: Carey

?
Message of 1p,e Old Testamen
Press, 1945), p.17.
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one of the greatest personalities of the Old Testament’s
story.

It is notable that the profoundest insights came to the
people of Israel as a rule during their periods of stress and
Sllf.fering and obscurity. The writings of the latter part of
Isaiah expressed in the language of superb poetry not
merely the certainty of the coming deliverance of the
people of God, but a noble vision of Israel as a missionary
people to the whole world. Its author wrote of the serv-
ant nation—its suffering and humiliation, its redemptive
purpose as the bearer of the sin of men, and its ultimate
triumph—in terms which have frequently been regarded
as a clear foreshadowing of the passion and death of Jesus
Christ. But the most notable feature of these noble proph-
ecies is their reiterated assertion that God’s salvation shall
reach “unto earth’s far end,” and that Israel is to be the
bearer of that universal message.

Nowhere in the Old Testament do we find the world
vision more clearly expressed than in the writings of this
unknown prophet. Nowhere do we find so clear a call
to mission. Nowhere do we find the basis of that activity
so rooted in the conception of redemptive suffering—a
suffering which by its spirit becomes the most potent and
active of all forces. There is abundant evidence in the
Gospels that our Lord himself was deeply influenced by
the writings of this poet-prophet, and indeed He declared
that he was the fulfillment of the servant hope. And
when, in the fullness of time, the unfolding process
reaches its climax, God sent forth his Son—in a series of
events which form the central event of all history.

The Central Event

The New Testament fastens the events connected with
the coming of Jesus Christ quite firmly in the context of
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contemporary history. “And it came to pass, in those days
there W}::nt ?lrlt a de}éree from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be enrolled.” “In the fifteenth year Oif’
the reign of Tiberius Caesar”—and then the long list 0d
local rajahs—Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, an

Herod Tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother, Philip, Tet-
rarch of Iturea, and so on. One can hardly help feeling 2
thrill when one reads or hears read those passages. It 1s
like an explosion, a catastrophic reminder that something
of infinite importance took place at a finite moment of
time. Christianity is dated religion. Its central event is
firmly fixed in history. It is none the less well to remem-
ber that despite the eagerness of the writers of the New
Testament to relate this event to the facts of temporal
history, it is certain that the coming of Jesus did not even
tipple the surface of those events. The birth of a child
to an obscure Jewish family, in the stable of an innyard

in Bethlehem was not a matter that was likely to be re-

garded as news or to reach the ears of the men who ap-
peared to be dete

; rmining the destinies of the Jewish
nation.

‘There is yet another important point to remember in
view of the crucial signifi

. cance which the New Testa-
MeNt WIiters appear to attach to the historicity of Jesus.

We know very little about the Jesus of history. The
English publisher, Douglas Jerrold, in his autobiogl‘aPhY
describes how he once wrote Dr. Inge, the former dean of
St. Paul’s Cathedral in London, inviting him to write 2
biography of Jesus. Jerrold records that he received 2
reply on a post card in a single sentence: “I regret that I
cannot accept your invitation, as there are no adequate
materials available for 3 biography of Jesus.” Dr. Inge
was right. As biography on any human model, the Gos-
pels are hopelessly inadequate. We do not possess a full
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account of the earthly life of our Lord. The Gospels con-
tain the written record of the oral traditions upon which
the first Christian preaching and teaching was based.

The earliest of the Synoptic Gospels, St. Mark, devotes
nearly half its space to an account of the death and res-
urrection of our Lord. It tells us astonishingly little about
his life either as boy or man. The earliest Christian
preaching similarly concentrated upon the climactic
events of our Lord’s life. His birth is of course regarded
as of great importance, but the Apostolic preaching
tended to concentrate almost entirely upon the Cross and
the empty tomb. A similar balance of interest is to be
found in the earliest creeds of the Church. Both in the
Nicene Creed and in the creed commonly called the
Apostles’, the affirmation of faith leaps directly from the
birth of Christ to his trial, death, resurrection, and ascen-
sion. “Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. The third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven.”

Brief as the records are, however, we know what we
really need to know. The main events stand out sharply
in the written record. It is important—vitally important—
that we should take these events seriously, as history. If
this is, as some would suggest, merely the story of an
obscure Jewish carpenter who lived a life of extraordi-
nary saintliness and beauty, we can test that theory only
in the light of the records available to us. If, on the other
hand, as classical Christian faith asserts, what we find

here is

Our God contracted to a span,
Incomprehensibly made man

—then even more do we need to search the historical rec-
ords. For this is none other than the true center of history
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—the pivot around which all other temporal events must
turn. We dare not erect a theory about Jesus Christ as
the center of history, which disregards or treats lightly
the events of his historical life,

Let us therefore look once more at this familiar story-
And since familiarity breeds a dullness which is more
dangerous than contempt, let us make a real effort to
Project our minds back across the centuries and see—or
attempt to see—Jesus of Nazareth in his historic setting,
and possibly as his contemporaries may have seen him.

Jesus of Nazareth stepped out into a world in which

political, social, religious, and cultura] movements swirled
around him in bewilderin

ing. All the human
knew. He lived where we
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live. .Yet he so lived as a man that those who were closest
to him during his earthly life were soon saying of him
’«zl}lddto him, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living

0 .”

_He did not live for long. Within a few short months
his public ministry was ended, and he died 2s a criminal
on a gibbet—between two bandits. There is no reason to
suppose that he did not love life, as any normal, healthy
young man loves it. Yet he went to his death with a sense
of unwavering purpose. “Father, if it be thy will, let this
cup pass from me. Nevertheless, not my will but thine.”
He died in youth, the victim of those religious and politi-
cal forces, into whose conventional patterns he would
not fit, and which felt themselves challenged by his simple
goodness and his supernatural claims. .

What really slew him was the sin of men. He died
amid scenes of beastliness, which even minds dulled_ by
.the f amiliarity of the story can hardly read without winc-
Ing. They lashed him until his back was raw and b.leedmg.

hey took a great heavy log and laid it upon hlS shoul-
ders. He staggered along under its weight until he ff:ll
dO‘Yn in the dust of an eastern street. The}r.drggge.d him
upright and nailed him to that log; and while in his soul

€ bore the intolerable burden of human evil, his broken
body hung limp and dying upon the cross. In that hor-
rible scene we see the end of the human life of the man
Christ Jesus. “Behold and see if there be any sorrow like
unto my sorrow.”

He was dead, at the age of thirty-three, and he seemed
to have left nothing behind him save 2 memory of match-
less tenderness and the heartbreaking tragedy of frus-
trated hopes. Oh yes, there was something else. There
were a few stricken and dismayed followers. One of them
had betrayed him for thirty pieces of silver, and now
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dangled by the neck from the branch of a tree, the victim
of his own remorse. Another had denied Him with oaths
upon his lips, and had gone out into the darkness, weeping
bitter tears. The rest had forsaken him and fled.

Was that the end? We know that it was not; for had
it been we should not be here today. The tale of the
Galilean peasant would have perished with the passing
years. The New Testament record indicates that with
the death of the man Christ Jesus, the center of the story
shifts from the Incarnate Lord to that little company of
frightened men whom he had left behind. They did not
know that his death was not the end. They “had trusted
that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel.
But with his death their hopes were dead. We can follow
them in imagination as they slunk around back alleyways
in Jerusalem, looking over their shoulders for fear of the
Jewg, apprehensive for their own safety, tortured by the

g mystery of the events which they had just wit-
nessed.

And then something happened. These fearful,
defeated

. nt nothing less than this—that
history had begun again.

In Jesus and the resurrection the eternal world had
broken into time. God himself

. b}
words and acts, his death and resurr

ection, the kingdom
of God had come among men; and the call to men was
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thus to repent and believe the good news, to accept God’s
gift of forgiveness, and to enter the living fellowship of
the new order. “That beyond which nothing can happen
had happened.” The powers of the world to come were
now accessible in Christ to men within history. All his-
tory found its meaning in these events which had now
become its center. The past and the future, the now and
the then, were all summed up in an eternal HIS.

The Covenant and the Community

There are certain elements in the “saving history”
which call for special notice here. The whole Biblical
record is built around two central and fundamental facts
—the covenant and the community. (Note—these are
facts—not merely ideas. The Hebrews dealt always with
the concrete.) But you cannot understand either the
Covenant or the community apart from three other re-
lated facts:

1. The covenant invariably implies 2 commission;

2. The commission is given to the whole community
of faith;

3. The calling of the community finds fulfillment
through the vocation of men and women with
whom God deals as individuals.

A. Covenant and commission always go together.

’hen God spoke to Moses on M. Sinai, we read that he
said: “, | | Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacop,
and tell the children of Israel: Ye have seen v;rhat I did
unto the Egyptians, and how I bore you on €ag es’ wings,
and broug}%ty }gou unto myself. Now?ftherefore, if ye will
obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye
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7 all
hall be a peculiar treasure unto me from among
:;eoples; for all the earth is mine: And ye Sl,l’all be unto 1rrglc
a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.” (Exodus 19:
3-6)

The basis of this covenant was not anything that Israel

had done. The deliverance from Egypt was uncondi-
tional. The covenant—based on that delivserance—was,
therefore, founded on the divine grace. It did, however,
impose obligations on Israel, which she was free to de-

cline. The only constraint exercised was the constraint of
gratitude. What were the obligations?

1. The first obligation was zo receive and cherish the

revelation of God. In the election of Israel and her de-
liverance fr

om Egypt, God had revealed himself. The

first purpose of her election was that by choosing and

saving Israel, God might make known his character and
is purpose in histo

ry. The first service of Israel was to
be the custodian of that revelation,

2. A second obligation of the covenant was to practice
obedience. “If ye will

obey my voice indeed and keep my
covenant, then ye sh

all be a peculiar treasure unto me

from among alf peoples.” The first choice was unde-
served; the maintenance of

the covenant, however, im-
poses conditions. Obedience to the will of God is the
corollary of acceptance of the revelation of God.

3. A third obligation was £, Spread the knowledge of
the God of Israel. Around Israel’s election and covenant,
the whole Biblica] theology revolves. And this third ob-
ligation stands out clearly as the unifying element in the
long and patient education of Israel.” A missionary pur-
pose governed the calling of the chosen people. This fact
—implicit in the early stages but only dirnly apprehended
—is integral to the whole theology of the O1q Testament-
It alone makes sense of the story. It alone exalts this
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record of a “peculiar people” into the realm of a cosmic
purpose, which gives meaning to all history. The cove-
nant achieves its significance in the light of the com-
mission,

What is true of the old covenant, shines forth with
luminous clarity in the new. The central event—no less
.than. the unfolding process which preceded it—has three
lrn‘lfhcations: Revelation, Obedience, Commission.

Unto me,” writes St. Paul, “who am less than the
least of all saints, is this grace given, that [ should preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;
and to make all men see what is the fellowship of the
mystery which from the beginning of the world hath
been hid in God who created all things, to the intent that
Now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places
might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of
God.” (Ephesians 3:8-10) In this passage, the missionary
Purpose of the great apostle is put in its true.theologlcal
context. It is also put in its proper cosmic setting.

he missionary vision of the earliest Christian Qhurch
Was no accident and no afterthought. It is the integral
ractor which gives the New Testament its essential mean-
ng and its peculiar ethos. The New Testament gains its
Unity not from a common form or a common aut.horshlp,

ut from a common purpose. It is the expression of a
ommission, implicit in 2 revelation. Its unity 1s that of a
Ving thing and not of literary art- The living thing 1
3 Power, newly revealed and newly released i the human
Scene. The mighty acts of God in the birth, life death,
a0d resurrection of his Son our Lord mark the beginning
3 2 new age in which mortal men can enter the King-
om, the Power, and the Glory of God—here and now.
all tl‘:en if there were no explicit commission: Go ye into
€ world,” there would be no escape from a mission-
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ary calling. It is rooted in the covenant of the Old Testa-
ment and in the good news of the New. The missionary
obligation of the Church is integral to the life of the
people of God, for it takes its rise in the heart of God and
in his purpose for the world of men.

B. It follows that the commission is laid upon the whole
community of faith. The Church lives by mission as fire
exists by burning. Neither in the old dispensation nor in
the new has the whole community ever accepted the ob-
ligations of the commission. The calling of the commu-
nity has usually been left to the faithful remnant. It was
so in the days of old. It is, alas, so today. I shall have more

to say about this later. Here I will pause only to point
out one reason why it is so.

C. The calling of the community can find fulfillment

only through the vocation of men and women with

whom God deals 3s individuals. And individual men and
women are fr

. ee to reject the claim of God upon their
obedience. They often do this by taking refuge in the
collective,

The Missionary Purpose

.Such is the saving history—as disclosed to us in the
Blble—prese{lted here in barest outline,

Through it all, there runs 5 golden thread which binds
the whole Story together. It is the thread of missionary
purpose. Both i the unfolding process of Israel’s history
and in the central event, the one integrating factor is
God’s changeless missionary purpose.

In th; Old Testament the whole story revolves around
the choice of Israel and the covenant which God made
with his Chosen People. But that story has little meaning
unless it is seen as the vehicle of God’s revelation of him-
self and of God’s purpose to redeem a whole world. Israel
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was the first bearer of the revelation and as such received
a commission to spread the knowledge and glory of God
among the nations. A missionary purpose thus governed
the old covenant. It is the one factor which makes sense
of the story. It alone exalts the record of a chosen people
into the realm of a cosmic purpose related to all history.

What is true of the Old Testament and the old cove-
nant shines forth with luminous clarity in the New.

The missionary vision of the earliest Church was no
accident and no afterthought. It is the expression of a
Commission explicit in the revelation of God in Jesus
bchl‘lift. The New Testament is essentially a missionary

ook.
o From the record of the saving history three things are
€ar:

First, God’s missionary purpose is to be discerned
Wwithin history. There is no meaning in the story unless
that is so, .

Second, the power to fulfill the mission within history
d_eriVeS from a faith and a hope that always lie beyqnd
ustory., And when men take their eyes from that which
lies beyond history they lose their sense of purpose
Within i, The complete fulfillment of the purpose cannot

¢ achieved within history, for the simple reason that you
Cannot have a perfect kingdom consisting merely ,of con-
temporaries within one generation of men. God’s king-
om embraces heaven and earth in all generations of men,
thrOugh all the ages. And that is why the perfect fulfill-
ment of the kingdom, the consummation of the Church,
ml(liitant and triumphant, must embrace all the centuries
and lie beyond history. .
But they third thing', the process of fulfillment within
tory, is in the first instance through a commission given
to the whole community of faith—the chosen people of
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he
the old covenant, the Israel of the new c;'ovenant, t
Church which is Christ’s body. But God’s c’all to d;:
community of faith and the fulfillment of God’s purpo ¢
through the community of faith depend upon God’s end
counter with individual men and women, like you an
me. )

God called Moses as he saw the burning bush ang
heard God speaking in the lambent flame. God call;:1
Paul as Paul met Him in Jesus Christ face to face on t ‘;'
Damascus Road. God stiil acts in personal encounter 0
precisely that kind in the fulfillment of his purpose
through the community. And so, in this conference,
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns and is here, may come
to you and me as he came to Peter long ago by the lake-
side, saying, “Lovest thou me?” If you and I can say ?ﬁ
Peter said, however falteringly, “Lord, thou knowest 2
things; thou knowest that T love thee.” Then we also

may hear the living Lord say, “Feed my lambs.” And we
will go forth as those who are sent in this generation as
partners in the co

ntinuing purpose of God within history-
THOUGHT PROVOKERS

1. What is meant by “the meaning of history beyond
history?”

2. How would you explain God’s choice of the Hebrews
for his self-revelation to an ardent believer in the
equality of all races and nations?

3. What was it that transformed the “fearful, defeated,

and desperately lonely” disciples into 2 dynamic team
of courageous preachers?

4. What is meant by the term “beyond history?”

5. Why is your relationship to God’s “purpose chOY}d
history” involved in the mission of the “Church within
history?”
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6. If Jesus did not participate in the social and political
movements of his time, should we who are concerned
about the world mission of the Church follow his
example?



SECTION 4

The Redemptive Community
CHARLES W. RANSON

We have considered the ultimate hope and the saving
istory. We turn now to the redeeming community.

St. Paul sums it up thus in the words of a modern
translator:

God has allowed us to know the secret of his plan, and it 1S
this: he purposes in his sovereign will that all human history
shall be consummated in Christ, that everything that exists
in heaven or earth shall find its perfection and fulfillment in
him. And here is the staggering thing—that in all which one
day will belong to him we have been promised a share . . -
so that we, as the first to put our confidence in Christ, may
bring praise to his glory! And you too trusted him, when you
heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. And
after you gave your confidence to him you were, so to speak,

stamped with the promised Holy Spirit as a guarantee of
purchase, until the da

y when God completes the redemption
of what he has paid for as his Own; and that will again be to
the praise of his Glory.

God has placed everything under the power of Christ and
has set him up as the head of everything in the Church. For
the Church is his body, and in that body lives fully the One
who fills the whole wide universe,

So now you are no longer outsiders or aliens, but fellow
citizens with every other Christian—you belong now to the
houschold of God. Firmly beneath you is the foundation,
special messengers and prophets, the actua] foundation stone

68



The Redemptive Community 69

Efllltllgl Jesus Christ himself. In him each separate piece of

into ng, properly fitted into its neighbor, grows together

. a temPle consecrated to God. You are parts of this build-
g in which God himself lives by his spirit

hoThat is how St. ?aul summarizes both the Christian
. bPe a:nd the Chl:lStlan mission. He states the facts with
i revity and clarity which is in contrast with the wordi-
ess Of.these morning talks. But he treads the same course
as IV_‘ie, in our faltering way, have tried to follow.
h € t_>eg1ns, where we began, in this conference, with
N e ultimate hope—what God will do. “God has allowed
S to know the secret of his plan, and it is this: he pur-
Poses in his sovereign will that all human history shall be
c?ns{lmmated in Christ.” We noted that the completion
g thl_S purpose that “gverything in heaven and earth shall
fnd its perfection and fulfillment in him” lies on the
rontier of history in the sense that it will not be effected

until the end of history.

The fellowship of love which it is the diviné plan to establish

Will not come into being 7 its completeness within history at

all for it must be more than a fellowship of contemporaries.

¢ that though the king-

B o« . .
ut it is no less important to Not
in the eternal order,

dom of Christ can be perfect only

1tis a reality here and now. :
That is the meaning of the saving history, which we
¢ God has done. He

C ] . .

honSIdered in our last session: what God has

isas’ from the beginning, been at work within history. He
not an absentee God. That is the meaning of the un-

1].B. Phillips, Lezters to Young Chzfrches (New York: The Mac-

““112 ::, Company), Ephesians 1 and 2, I part.
il . .
Press, 19‘;‘(‘)’)1:[;1;1{1@ Christianity and Social Order

(Toronto: Ryerson
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folding story of the chosen people and of its consumma-
tion mg therZoming of Chrisft). In Christ, history finds ;{ts
center and its meaning. In him the kingdom of GGod broke
into time. It is at hand in the sense that it is now access-
ible. Eternity is here. And this, says St. Paul, is “the
staggering thing”—that in God’s plan within history ‘w?
have a share. We have that share, not by any process o

intellectual comprehension, but by an act of faith ar}d
committal. Putting our confidence in Christ, Paul calls it.
This is the narrow way of entrance to the Kingdom—an
act of repentance, a turning around—in which I see that
I am not the center of the world, but Christ is. An act

of confidence in which [ receive from Christ who lived
and died and rose again, the gift of forgiveness; an act
of obedience in whi

ch I become a partner in his Kingdom,
and henceforth live as a citizen of two worlds. “So now
you are no lon.

ger outsiders and aliens but fellow citizens
with every other Christian—you belong now to the
household of God.” Y.

Ou are a part of the redemptive
. . . N )
community, which is the chosen instrument of God’s
plan within history. And that

of our theme today: what Gog is doing—here and now—

amid the bewildering complexities of our time. )
God is at work in the world in all history, for he is

the creator and upholder of all things. But he is at work

In 2 special way in the fulfillmene of his missionary pur-
pose to consummate al] things in Christ, through the com-
munity of faith. “God has

. placed everything under the
power of Christ and has set |y
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co
ﬁvgssegratc?d to God—a building in which God himself
Th y his spirit.
POrta:itufse of these two metaphors remind us of two im-
Christianaf{i First, there is no such thing as an isolated
religion . eminent modern philosopher has described
as what a man does with his solitariness. But that

could . . -
never be an adequate description of the Christian

religi
eligion. John Wesley was nearer the truth when he

t .
leixgnh‘(::dlm-t there is no such thing as a solitary Christian.
alvin said, “Those who have God as father must

h
ave the Church as mother.” And H. R. Mackintosh, 2

mode . . .
rn Scottish theologian, put it even more sharply:

‘IJ

ust S, . .
state as you cannot say ‘citizen’ without implying the
State, so the New Testament teaches, you cannot say

hristian’ without implying the Church.”

B - :
ut these metaphors remind us not only of the corpo-

rate o e
ness but also of the concreteness of the Christian faith.

ﬁlf;ltlblshOP. Temple once said that Christianity 15 the
not materialistic of all the great religions. he Bible 1
peo al record of ideas about God. It > the story of the

ple of God. It does not deal with elusive abstractions

such a5 ; e
h as ideas about how God acts. It describes 1 concrete
ht out in history

t
tﬁl;r:s how God’s purpose i Wroug t
tionugh a people. The emphasis s everywhere upon ac-
A-the action of a visible body:
gainst this essential background of corporateness and

of
concreteness, let us look at some aspects of the Church
al theme. We shall

Wwhi .

o onlc°h are directly related to our cent?

mu sider the Church as the community of Bope: the com-
nity of action, and the community of obedience. And

We shall see, I trust, not merely that those three interlock
the title “The Redemptive

Int . 1st, NOT 7
Oon 2 unity which justifies j
unity” but confront Us with a challenge which

e L.
mands our decision.
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The Church Is the Community of Hope

A simple and unlettered cockney wandered one day
into the Tate Gallery in London, situated on the bank
of the Thames near the Houses of Parliament, and found
himself standing in front of the original of G. F. Watts’
masterpiece entitled “Hope.” You are probably familiar
with this well-known symbolic picture. It portrays the

gure of a woman seated upon a sphere, representing the
world, whirling through space. Her eyes are blindfolded,
her hair in disorder, and her dress disarrayed. In her hand
she clasps a lute, all the strings of which, save one, are
broken. The unsophisticated Londoner looked at this
picture with some bewilderment, He then glanced down
at the plate on the frame which read “Hope, by G. F.

‘gﬁl’ftsf’ and muttered, “[ expect she "opes she won’t fall
off.
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:l?v}mconquerable. hope and conscious participants in a
himme l?urpose within history. They were witnesses to
dual‘l’: o had come and who. would come again. In that
o ope they found their victory. They knew that the

1sive battle had already been fought, that God’s vic-

tory in history had already been won, and

Though the strife be fierce

The warfare long—
The end was not in doubt.

$galtds how a little group of insignificant people, without
ou tr' ly power and admittedly deficient in culture, thrgst
and info ‘an alien world and conquered both an empire
of it culture. The community of hope, in the fulfillment
L 1ts mission, became the community of redemptive ac-

ton within history.

The Church Is the Community of Action

turGOd’s purpose for the Church in the twentieth cen-

it );; no less than in the first century or the fifth, 15 that

Witshia;lu be the instrument of, his redemptive purpose
history. God has placed everything under the

g;)i;Ver of Christ, and has set him up as the head of every-
g for the Church, which is his body. That Church is
in the world—

t .
f)les vehicle of God’s missionary purpose I
lowlsllrlni up all things in Christ. Into this supernatural fel-
Partakp you and I are called. In it We become not only
tion ers of hope but partners in God's redemptive ac-
ing tahrinnong men, That, as St. Paul said, is tlzuly a stagger-
abg g.” It involves a total revolution in our t}{Ought
ut the Church. It involves 2 total revolution 1n our

ink hope with action. Only

Te ; ves.
tis Vitally important to | :
ich lies beyond history are

Wi
€ are held by the hope wh



74 Christ’s Kingdom Is Man’s Hope

we empowered for redemptive action within history. In
the time of our success and security, we .need to pe de;
livered from self-sufficiency and utopianism. In time o
disaster, we need to be saved from despair and defeatl.sm.
Men talk today with sober realism about t'he possible
collapse of western civilization. They sometimes forget
that 1t collapsed before. They forget also that when thg;
happened the one vital and creative force that stood ami
the ruins was the Christian Church. The Qhurch had
conquered the Empire, but could not save it from the
cumulative consequences of its own sin and decax. In AD.
410 the barbarian hordes from the north swept into the

city of Rome, and the light of civilization was dimmed

for six hundred years. Yet the true light still shone in. the
hearts of those whose hope lay beyond history—the light
of the knowled

ge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ. While Alaric and his tribesmen burned and

plundered Rome, an aging bishop began to write a book.
As Professor Joh

n Foster pointed out, a man of Sixty
writing at such a moment might well have written
Memoirs of the City of Rome. What Augustine did write
was Concerning the City of God. .

“After the storming and the sack of Rome,” Augustine
wrote, “my zeal was kindled for the house of God.”
From that kindling zeal there was born in the midst of
calamity a magnificent treatise on the Christian meaning

of history; there was born alse 5 new hope in the hearts
of men and a new sense of mission ;
Church. It was the h

tions, whose builder and malker is God, that enabled the
Church in an age of disaster to fy

L an ¢ 161l its redemptive pur-
pose within history.

Among the barbarian tribes which invaded the Roman
Empire and put out the light of western civilization were
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some of my Anglo-Saxon ancestors. They earned an un-
savory reputation for savagery. A century and a half
later there came a counterattack from the east, Mission-
aries from Rome were invading Britain, and they were
led by another Augustine. Modern church historians have
pointed out that the connection between the two Au-

gustines is more than nominal and casual.

The second Augustine came [to Britain] because the ﬁrgt
had believed, taught, and stamped it upon the minds of his
successors that the kingdoms of this world may change, but

the city of God goes on abuilding.?

In 1942, when William Temple became the ninety-
Sixth Archbishop of Canterbury he was enthroned In the
chair of St. Augustine. During his enthronement sermon,
he stated;

As though in preparation for such a time as this, God has
been build%ng ug a IElhrist:ian fellowship which now extends
I0to almost every nation, and binds citizens of them all to-
8ether in true unity and mutual love- No human agency has
Planned this, It is the result of the great missionary enterprise
of the last 150 years. . . . Almost incidentally the great

:;Orld fellowship has arisen; it is the great new fact of our
a ., .,

Here ; for the coming days—
. Is on nd of hope 0¥ i
€ great grou P this ecumenical move-

this world-wide Christian fellowship,
Ment, )
Itis of urgent importance that we become aware of it, that
We further it in every way open t0 U% and that Phrough it we
lt)a € our part in providing for the spirit of Christ the agency
Y which he may transform the world.

. If you ask, “What is God doing today?” there, at least,
2 Partial answer, He is still at work i the redemptive

3
John Foster (Religious Education Press, 1944).
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community, which is now for the ﬁrst. time ip .hlstory,
spread through all the earth. For centuries Christian men
and women have affirmed their faith in the un{vers?l
Church. They have done it in the words of the historic
creeds: I believe in the Holy Catholic Church. They“have
sung it in the words of that great lyrical creed, The
Holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowl-
edge thee, the Father of an infinite majesty.” But for
centuries such words as these have been only an affirma-
tion of faith, an expression of hope and aspiration. It 1
given to us to live at a time when they have become an
assertion of fact as well as an expression of faith and hope.
The redemptive community is now a universal society.
It has been given to us, as it was not given to our fathers
and forerunners in the faith, to witness this great new
fact of our era and to live within a fellowship that reaches
out to the very ends of the earth. This has been made
possible by the faithfulness and obedience of Srudent

Volunteers in an earlier generation. And the task is not

complete. It has only begun. But God speaks to us today
within the context of a ¢

ommunity of faith which is a
world-wide community,

May I suggest that the significance of this great new

fact of our era can best be seen in the light of two other
facts.

1. The world has been unify

. ified physically as never be-
fore. The miracles of science

: s have telescoped space and
shortened time and brought

: all mankind together into 2
closeness of contact and an in

timacy of intercourse never
known before.

2. The world, though thus physically unified, is deeply
and perilously divided, spiritually and ideologically. The
tragedy of our time is that though “the world has hecome
a unity, for that high destiny mankind is not yet fit.” In
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this kind of world, the existence of a transcendent, su-
Pranational fellowship is a fact of immense significance.
It. 1s in this kind of world that the Church, as a commu-
nity of redemptive action within history, must discover
the nature of its obedience in contemporary terms.

The Church may not save civilization today any more
than it did in the fifth century. That is not its business.
BUt.I believe, in the context of contemporary history, the
Calling of God to the Church must be seen, as never be-

ore, as a world task—in which a universal Church con-
fronts a unified but deeply divided world with the gospel
of God—the message of Christ’s kingdom, which is man’s
hope. To fulfill this calling to redemptive action in 2
World mission requires, I believe, that the Church must
earn once more what it means to be, in literal truth, the

Community of obedience.

The Church Ts the Community of Obedience

”

The use of phrases like “community” and “Church
Often obscures the intensely personal character of Chris-
Yan obedjence. They provide us with a convenient escape
n WhiCh we take refuge in the collective. Our conlcerfl
.'€¢ today is not with the obedience of other people. It
S with our own obedience. We are met here as 2 {:on;i

Pany of Christian students. Two of the maii occupation

dlseases.of students are a tendency
tl-lerefofe, th hould remind ourselves that “the
~ngdom of éto;v ceox;eth not by observation. Nor doe:
It come by abstract thought. Christian ol?edlence is no

assent to the right ideas; it is the result of direct encgunge;
With the God who comes to us in Jesus thst, an hw1th
the people of God—with that earthly thing, the Churc

Which is his bo dy.
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It cannot be too strongly emphasized in such a gather-
ing as this that men and women are not redeemed from
sin by thinking in the right way about God. And redemp-
tion from sin is the real problem—your problem and mine.
We are redeemed when we meet God in his judgment
and mercy. And God meets us in Jesus Christ. He also
meets us through his people, here and now. “In the form
of an actual invitation into the fellowship of a body of
people calling themselves the Church.” Thus the Gospfl
comes to us in the actuality of an encounter with God’s
people. What that encounter will mean—must mean—for
you in terms of vocation no one but Christ, the head of
the Church, can tell you. But until you have faced the
claims of Christian obedience, in terms of life and work,
you have not begun to glimpse its meaning.

And now one final word. It is a word which I utter
because of my own sense of failure in these morning
talks. I fear that I may have failed to hold before you in
sufficiently clear and simple terms the central truth of
our faith, that Christian faith is born of an encounter
with the living Word and with the Church which 1s
Christ’s body. So often Christianity appears to us to be
a series of rather frightening demands—intellectual,
moral, and spiritual—as if it were a new legalism, a new
moralism. There is an old Welsh carol, which on Christ-
mas evening I sang with my family around the piano, and

which sets forth in moving simplicity the central fact and
meaning of our faith—

All poor men and humble,

All lJame men who stumble,
Come haste ye, nor feel ye afraid.
For Jesus our treasure

With love past all measure

In lowly, poor manger was laid.
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Though wise men who found him,
Laid rich gifts around him,

Yet oxen they gave him their hay.
And Jesus in beauty

Accepted their duty,

Contented in manger he lay.

Then haste we to show him

The praises we owe him,

Our service he ne’er can despise,
Whose love is still able

To show us that stable

Where softly in manger he lies.

All poor men and humble,
All lame men who stumble,
Come haste ye, nor feel ye afraid.

. That is the meaning of incarnation. That is the mean-

Ing of the redeeming community-

And because we too know ourselves t0 be both poor
Men and humble—and lame men who stumble—that is the
f ace where we can find the hope of our calling and know
zef;t We are no longer outsiders or aliens but fel'lovz; (;153;
SOVS with every other Christian and partners 1n

ereign purpose within and beyond history-

T
HOUGHT PROVOKERS

;_‘ E’hat is God doing today? How?
» How can the Church be the instrt

3 2ction in 19527 civiliza
f the Christian mission is not to save western

tion, what ic | 5
4. » What 1s 1ts purposer . ) i
' God is at wogk }; all history, what 15 he doing be

Ind the “Iron Curtain?”’

ment of redemptive
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. In your own life how has your action been related to

your hopes—both intermediate hopes and your ulti-
mate hope?

. Can you be a part of the Christian Church without

being a member of a particular church?

. Wirite a brief essay on “The Fullness of the Christian

Hope.”



PART III

World-Wide Revolution Is Qur Setting

P?ezRIWORLD is in the grip of a revolution a'ffec'tingt more

Ple and more nations than at any other time In history.

StOozcllt ‘{;;mean by this revolution must be clearly under-
- We must try to understand it sympathetically.

T
he Nature of Our Revolution

We()(;lr definition can be sharpened by explaining }vhat
0 10t mean as we use the term throughout this re-
Pgrt, We do not refer to the overthrow of one p?htlcal
P Wer by another. The Communists use the word in th?t
t elted sense—we do not. Nor do we refertoa char;ge in
coontrol of society through the overthrow © h;me
«yonomic class by another, as illustrated in the phrase
ICtatorship of the proletariat.” Our understanding of
Feilwor.d is well stated in the Worlc.l Stqdent Ch{frlfsm}g
£ Cration Greybook, The Christian in the Wor
deruggl«'{, as “the rise of submerged classes,‘natlor;)s, :-ac:rs:
ticr‘nan-dmg not simply amelioration of their lot, bu dP .
t 'Pation in the total life of society.” The demands ?1
al(fse revolutions are not for power alone nor for gzo?h :
CO??tiot;ut for justice and the right t0 participate
i pon e ked out in terms

€ desire to ici t be wor
i articipate mus :
" hunity, £ work that has 2 place

€as of community, and ©
81
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the total scheme of things. Tracey Jones points this out in
speaking of the revolution as

a typhoon which moves with fury throwing into chaos all
that it finds in its path. At the edge there is swirling, destruc-
tive force, but at the center there is no movement, stillness,
a vacuum. The spiritual vacuum is like that at the center of

2 typhoon—it is a massive phenomenon with which we must
deal.

He goes on to describe this phenomenon as

partly a vacuum of the mind, a vacuum of ideas. At the
periphery there is a mass of ideas whirling around with great
force, but at the center there is no point of integration, 2
vacuum.

It is partly a vacuum of the heart, a vacuum of loneliness.
At the edge man finds himself attached to many groups, but
at the center there is no community. A technological age
has broken the old; nothing has taken its place. There is the
frantic Brahmin assassin of Gandhj (the disintegrating caste
system), there is the Chinese son who accuses his father of
being a traitor worthy of death (the collapse of the family
system), there is the African Negro who laughs at his ances-
tors who have departed (the breakdown of the tribal system)-

It is partly a vacuum of the soul, a sense of meaninglessness
where qulf no longer has purpose. At the periphery there is
great activity—industrial expansion, scientific research, ac-
tivity of all kind.s—but at the center is a vacuum, for the work
has no eternal significance. There is the intellectual in China
and North America who remains silent not so much because

he .is afraid as because he no longer considers any individual
action relevant to the herculean impersonal forces that move
the world.

The Location of This Revolution

The very nature of the revolution of which we speak
means th

at it is not limited to any particular nation or
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Part of the world. In a certain sense, the struggle of
sturdy masses to take their rightful part in the shaping
o hls,tor)’ goes on everywhere. Labor-management con-
flicts in the United States are just as clear a manifestation
of tf}e world-wide revolution as the nationalist-colonial-
guerilla conflicts in French Indo-China.
owever, there are certain areas in the world today
where basic human needs for food, clothing, shelter, and
ealth are greater than in other areas, and it is in these
areas that the conflicts are most intense. For the purposes
of this report we shall concentrate Our atteption upon
these areas: Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Latin America,
and North America—always keeping in mind that 'What
S relevant there is also relevant in areas cither mentioned

riefly or not at all.

OPPOrtunities for an Advance of the Gospel
rovided by Revolution
hMany among us have been dismayed and paralysed by
the troubles and obstacles which world-wide revolution
3 brought to the Church. Actually we should rejoice
A the new opportunities laid open before us by the break-
OWn of obsolete and outworn systems. Times Of. con-
ICt, tension, and the development of new econom’e an

E; litica] structures to take over the funcftion [?f wo;t:‘-sci)s;
Stems hay, ities for the €Xp
¢ always been opportuni
ys b PP Jife. Dr. John R.

of the Chl'. . . . f
iStia new areas O
n faith into has been at the

Ott, - .« e WhO
a ea nd oné
g t ChrlStlan a t the World f()r

Center of th ’s life throughot
Sixtyf e Church’s life ngrecedented opportu-

- Y-five years, pointed out the U [
oS of our timlt)% as he received 2 formal expresilfo? g-
tgcf atitude for his years of devotion to the Student Volu

°r Movement which he helped to found:
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Never before in the history of mankind has God present'ed
a group of young men and young women with such magnifi-
cent openings for the Christian witness as at this moment.
What a glorious thing it would be to be your age again and to
have the great joy of demonstrating my faith in Jesus Christ
in the terrible revolutions in which your world is now en-

gaged!

The ways in which the revolutionary nature of our
world challenges the Gospel of Jesus Christ for res)
answers to real problems are an inescapable part of our
study of the revolution itself. Dr. Frank Laubach, speak-

ing from a viewpoint quite different from that of Dr.
Mott, said essentially the same thing:

This enormous awakening presents missions with an op-
portunity they have not had since Christ walked the earth.
The doorway to missions is wide open except behind the
iron curtain. When they were asleep in their despair there

was little we could do for them. Now we can help them be-
cause they want to be helped, but we must help them to solve
the problems of hun

I ger, disease, and education, and not
simply talk.

The Revolution in Asia

The heart .of the revolution of our time is located in
Asia and Africa where three-fifths of the human race are
illiterate, hungry, sick, in debt, and wretched. Said Dr.
Frank Laubach, flaming advocate for a literate Christian
world:

A stupendous revolution has taken place in the thinking
of those three-fifths of the world in the past thirty years:
In all previous centuries they have been in g state of sullen,
despairing submission to their unhappy fate. Now they
seethe with stupendous longings, often with murderous re
volt, with a terrible passion to come up out of their misery-
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I hey hav n d

e changed f iri g issi Sp
soluti g rom despamn submission to aesperate
¢solution to come up. The masses of Asia are on the marcth

out i
of their poverty and hovels and rags.

A .
is giv?r?{,e C}gtalled description of the revolution in Asia
the faCulty r. Surjit Singh, an Indian Christian now on
y of San Francisco Theological Seminary:

The 1 . . . e
aPpear:éniiugn in Asia is r.evolutionary and dynamic. What
march, The e a vast static mass of people is now on the
peculiar senspeople seem to have acquired all of a sudden a
in relation toe }c:f destiny, and their awareness of themselves
international the power structures of the world has assumed
increasing] significance. The focus of world attention is
their dec?s ly turning toward the countries of East Asia, for
ion in favor of political and economic order or of

anarchy is i
y is likely to turn the tables in favor of world order or

o
Wsﬂd chaos.
e for ; ary
ces that have contributed to this revolution

€rment . ¢
Cratic idezl;e nationalism, imperialism, communism, demo-
The last two ?nd a hundred years of missionary enterprise.
ing the ideg actors have made their contribution by spread-
he human s of civic freedom and the dignity and worth o
Slonary mo person. However, more often than not, the mis-
vement has sided with the forces of the status quO-

mperi .
Other f?fm 2 I}d communism are at loggerheads with each
Ves of n%?]linmg control, for their own selfish ends, of the
illions of people. Nationalism, &rying €0 %"
sometimes be-

Against d;
st diff ; m
erent kinds of external enslavement,
the restraints of ra-

oes
tIOHaHt;‘;?iealOUS and throws away
and by is0] ccomes overcautious an withdraws into itself,
ation creates a vacuum in intemational relations,
the security of world

thereb er to
becomi tial dan,
y ming a poten jal gert

g unity.

Lec

nathnaliféllenge of this situation is twofold: ideological and

Slaving i?l. The ideological challenge is constituted by the
eology of communism snd imperialism- These
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are external forces trying to get control of the lives of the
people. Communism poses as an ally of the people and tht;ll‘
national aspirations, and imperialism poses itself as the
benevolent guardian of infant people guarding them ggams(ti:
the predatory designs of communism. The peqplfs are mdee.
frustrated because both communism and imperialism are their
enemies. Both have ideologies which reduce men and women
to slaves and cogs in a vast machine.

What is the Christian answer to this twofold challenge?
Briefly, the answer is first at the ideological level. Christianity
has to win the hearts and minds of men by giving them a
well-thought-out Christian Weltanschauung (world view)
which must be fully related to their theoretical and practlf:al
needs. Christianity must become a power in the lives of in-
dividuals and groups in order to combat the tyranny of
slavery. Protestant theology has failed so far to provide 2
world view adequate to the total needs of the people. It has
either become a mere preaching ministry and thereby lost
contact with the world of human affairs; or it has been re-

duced to a pure and simple social gospel confusing humani-
tarian activities with the kingdom of God.

However, the youn

rof f India is not with-
out hope. He furth § Protessor from India is no

er points out:

) }hege are positive indications, however, that the Church
is deve : 2 0

ce, religious liberty, and human rights
are in jeopardy. Gone are the days of neutrality. This co-
ordinated approach of theology and Christian social ethics
must become the basis of issionary theology and practiCal
strategy.

Now for the challen

. Challenge at the national level. The Christian
world view, which is not the possession of any particular na-

tion or people, but is the work of the Spirit of God through
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the ¢
onsec i
rated, co-operative endeavor of the younger and

older ch .
churches, is to be appropriated and presented in the

nation : .
PCOP];l ,if;tmg suited to the needs and background of the
show the ¢ Christian fellowship around the world must
The Churl::(})lwer- and the love of Christ in its life and practice.
tended so th‘;?‘zlfllemorlcllneréthshould be encouraged and ex-
i who i .
Wlltgetsl: t0 2 divided worl ; urch united may present its
change f) fe ]‘;llr‘l;emqa] fellowship there will always be the ex-
ing aCtiVitie: e;ShIR back and forth. If, however, the preach-
there will alwo nationals from other countries is restricted
Mmedicine, an ;YS be opportunities In the spheres of education,
new o PPé)rtu _other technical labor. This may well be the
.tunity for Chn}t)’ for the Church! There 152 greater Oppor-
it demands 1rllst and the Church today than ever before, and
ove, who all our resources! It is certain that the God of
world, will ;f th‘? LOI_'d, the Creator and Redeemer of this
, e with his Church as she thinks and works her

Wa t
Y through the complicated problems of this age.

R .
evolution in Africa

T
rnoril 2}‘: gh the revolutionary fe
eginni an a century in Africa, we now €
ngs of the upheaval and change which are bound

tO take pl a . A
ce on that continent. Tensions between races
and the mechani-

and
ca _iig‘rfleznlthe old tribal social system ha
duardo ‘MUI‘C will heighten greatly before subsiding.

try becay ondlane, who was asked to leave his coun-
ellow th.e he, a Negro, was elected to represent his
said. ite stadents at a national student conference,

rment has been active for
e only the very

S grave.” Africa
» for black men
white men. Do

Afri
Shoulfjlcs has been called the “white man’
ie ther ¢ called the “human being’s grave,
€ just as easily and just as rapidly as
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you know that three out of every four babies born in many
places in Africa die during their first three months? |

The lack of scientific knowledge has enabled harmfu 5}1]
perstitious beliefs to spread and create confusion in socia
life. The fact that we did not know the cause of such dl'seasez
as malaria and pneumonia is responsible for the concoction 0-
the idea of witchcraft and the spread of what social qnthfi?e
pologists call “black magic.” This made African famll);) d
very nasty indeed. No one could trust another. A husba 1d
could accuse his wife of bewitching his child, a son C_Ouh_
accuse his mother, grandparent or parent-in-law of bewitc os
ing him or his child, or his father or his mother. Many hom .
were broken on account of the idea that some people wer
able to “eat” others in a mysterious way.

Ever since the arrival of the Christian missionary, changes
have taken place and are going on even today. In the realm
of the spirit millions of Africans have embraced the new
faith. Many of them are running away from this “darkness
and “shadow of death.” The belief in the one God who is
the Father of all mankind has tended to draw them togetPef ’
breaking down the old barriers created by extreme tribalism,
building up a new sense of brotherhood among people who

were otherwise doomed to hate each other; for those who
had lost hope in hum

. an happiness in this planet, this belief
has given them a faith in a New World, which will be created
when the Messiah comes for the second time, and in which
all the saints will gather and sing, praise, and serve the Lamb
for ever and ever.

If missionaries had come alone

» the problems of Christian
living today would be ]

€ss complex. But, alas, the situation

Going on to port

. POItIay some of the reasons for the pre-
dicament of Afric

ans, this young Negro said:
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small Pie::se 3? (11 of the last century Africa was divided into
nations whe hadand and distributed among some European
the diabolic iob enough gunpowder and heartlessness to do
erent t}’peslof of massacring poorly armed primitives. Dif-
were driven N SIaVerX were introduced. Millions of people
ones. The out of their traditional lands and given margin
and deepl}): :‘;f’)l: cflolrced to eke out a living in hilly, rocky,
e . i
ece:vtv arll 4 haman liftni :Ill.thom any hope of ever living 2
aws were introduced to control their activities;
omes with-

eavy t
axe, .
out any tys :ve;' e extracted from their meager inc
pe of representation; proclamations were made to
d work in the new mining

fOrc

€ t

areas, d};; %’r:’urlger men to go an

ging out gold, diamonds, and coal. As time went on,

New j
Industri .
ies sprang up in the different mining areas. These
ation. As more

eman d

{ican: (::;2? re labor from the African popul
esires were cer in contact wit.h Western life, new wants an
S Was a ulle fed. in the minds of the younger generation-
00d wag pufl by lts?lf. As more men left their homes, less

Meant StarVPr-O duced in the Native Reservations, and t i
Yyounger v, ation for the women and children left behind. The
i omen followed their men to the industrial centers.

Sr .
¢m, ,lii:l;ted in the creation of a new and acute social prob-
aggregation and amalgamation of hundreds of
eaking different lan-

Peopl], L
quIg)ez f;():in different tribal groups, P

Cause of ?h following different customs and mores is the

e : o
ndustrig) Cenzreli:adlusment of many people living in these
e . '

Places tfll(;or wages paid to them, and the inhuman dwelling

Oe t0 pyy2) Eorced to live in after the 1ong hours of toil

o miles underground, have distorted all the human

into beasts. The

deep down due

trajtg
o
Mory] lf most of these men and rurned them
have gone
] husbands, and the

to
feaih l i jiohtfu
of ¢ b g ! t
ave dri}‘;e spirits revived by insecurity and partial starvation
en many into incurable nervous ¢troubles.
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Among those who managed to get some education, mos.tlzfl
in the mission schools, there is 2 growing sense of frustl:aglo
caused by lack of opportunities fo‘r.earnmg a decent h'vmfli
They are forced to accept a position of inferiority 1;1 2
aspects of life. The flourishing slum conditions of most of o 1
cities are the breeding grounds of tuberculosis and venerezz)
diseases. The many laws that are being passed every day t
control the activities of the Africans are the source of all the
crime for which they are being accused. ¢

I am positive that Christianity has the answer to most ot
our problems today. The trouble is that we gn}y talk abpu
what Christ stood for and are reluctant to putit into practice.

It is not enough to say that you love your neighbor if yz‘;
only Sympathise with him. I am sure that Fhe priest and.t ¢
Levite, in the parable of the Good Samaritan, sympathize

with the unfortunate man who had fallen into the hands of

the thieves. But since they did not help.him, they were de-

are his humble servants. The

creeds. They are all workin

g toward the same goal: to pre-
vent man from losin

g hope in Christ’s kingdom.

Revolution in the Near East

In the Near Fagt t

he revolution i inseparably con-
nected with the resur i

Dr. 'John Badeau, Presid

ent of the American Univer-
sity in Cairo, said:
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w};g; }S\Trfii t];:\aSt is restless and troubled . . . yet .What is
merely the sch e current and easy.a.nf.Wer of communism, nor
stresses lie th emes of clever politicians. Befleath the surface

e the profound movements of rebirth. A great and

ancien o _eye . !
t civilization has awakened to modernity . . - Dot in

SOme o . :
asis remote from the world’s life butin 2 central area
es and claimed

wh
it Intepaane et world has driven in its stakes anc.
clash, and o nevitably Moslem rebn‘t.h and.Western interests
Here 4 out of the clasl.l comes the n}stablhty we see.
the Chrisgam the new situation proyldes a new chance for
Onstrates t%n mission to demonstrate 1ts relevance. As it dem-
at its work and its concern and its message can

off

their il‘eal. solutions to the prob]ems raised by this conﬂlgt,

. t will be heard. As it brings the power of Jesus Christ
it will have deep

into t
meanihe heart of these modern movements, 1
ng and appeal.

The
Revolution in Latin America

Here 1 5 o |
thin T€ 15 a situation where the revolt 15, ¢
gs, directed against the Roman Catholic pranch of

the A
Christian Church. We Jearned at Lawrence,
n Latin America,

ro
t a?at:e platform and in the seminar © honeris
Which 2’ .d‘SCUSSIOn of the revolution 11 .at}nﬁ erica
€avin ails to consider the Roman Cat}mhc in uenfce hlS
atin iout {the most important single ingredient O the
t ha 1ocan mix.
Peomea? bien. said that g5 million 1
Ing lanclll atin America are ¢ y starving—20C %
ing th which if properly Jeveloped 18 capable
are Weellentu'e world. The three enem! the peope
tion, ¢ known, by all who have €ver rnod.estl.m or’}nﬁ
grea’teo be l.andlordism, militarism, and clencalt1 1sn£{. e
athof.t weight of responsibi ity falls upon the hon'mn
prov'dlc Church in a double sensés first, fqr pot having
ided the Christian gospel 25 2 foundation for all o

out of
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life; second, forlitself bein%r a conscious part of economic,
itical, and religious exploitation. .
Po'lf‘tllx%aslé who kr%ow thcpsituation say that nowhere1 n
the world is there a greater longiqg for freedom a}t:d eSi:
chance to get it under existing circumstances. T. efrehe
no more vivid example in contemporary history o ht ¢
betrayal of the mind and heart of Jesus Christ by thos

who call themselves the Church. It was this betrayal

to which Isolina Suiffet, 5 graduate student at the Uni-

versity of Illinois from Uruguay, referred when she said
that the work of the Christian who goes out on the job

must be done with an open heart if it is going to be Christian.

We want to bring the kingdom of God inta being, and thj
kingdom of God js a kingdom of love which will not be re :
until it is brought up with love and through a sense of love;

a love that will be not pitiful nor proud nor discriminating.
This kingdom o is goi

of God a laugh, actions that w

ere superstitious, actions that
were of men, and wmen who did

not know love.

The betrayal of Jesus Christ by the Roman Catholic
Church in Lag i

1n America hag fostered the spread of com-
munism in that it hag

Prepared the ground for abject
poverty from which there appears to be no escape, it has
set the “have nots” in hopele

. . 9
ss conflict with the “haves,
an authoritarian social structure in
which freedom is stifled, and it hg

s for its own ends,
as it does in other parts of the world.

The opportunity for the love of Christ, manifesu;d
through lives committed to hjg Service, is very clear. Miss
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e

P60p1; iiave one example of the high regard for such

the co nferan incident she reported during her address to

nent citiz ence. It wasma conversation between 2 promi-
en of an important city in Colombia and a

rotestant Christian:

[{3
G .
“Thel?e ?;ng,” said the prominent citizen to the Christian,
appen to a;lg;r here tonight, and I don’t want anything to
try so muc}}’l lll’ rotestants because you are helping our coun-
. You are a driving force”

T .
he harvest is ripe, the peoplc are desperate for a
lid core of evangelic

gos
h fi:tli :ievant to the needs, 2 SO
needs hel ah‘eady on the field are 2 driving force whic
elp to bring the Latin American revolution mto

GOd’s hand,

Rev
olution 3
ution in North America
ica or the Near

B
astu : we do not have to go to Asi2 f Afr
o find symptoms of the world revolution. Though
great changes

€ss vi ,
tak; lolent and explosive, there are many
g place in our own backyards and on our oWn front

us and full of oppor-

do

t“l?irsteps which are both dangere

and ty. Though North America may appear more stable
Teve secure to the superficial observer, closer scrutiny
als that this area of the world is not insulated from

t

: (Lteher more turbulent gectors. ' .
technire is a tremendous revolut_lon. gomng on 1 .the
irr ques of rural life as mecC ation, electnﬁcatlon,
gation, and transportation are rapidly changing the
ilies who carved their

estahl;

i ea bohjhed patterns. Pioncel 1
Sneer t of the untouched Wllderness an (?espan'mgl.y
mod at the “sidewalk farmers” who live in town in
ern homes and drive OUt daily to manage large
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mechanized projects in agriculture. These same pioneers
cannot understand the desires of their children to be out
and away from home “living a wild life” that can “bring
no good.”

Rural families produce the young men and women
who go to the cities to make thejr living and take their

place in society. Because of Chur

to IS to destroy one-half their
peach crop or their P1gs and potatoes whep most of the
world is hungry and map

food? Y are dying for the need of
Mr. Gerald Hutchinson, with b g
ship in the Student Chyris 2 background of leader

tian Movement mn Canada, 3 man
who has dedicated hig | ’
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states out of his own
the problems here to
known for the Chris-

kind
vivi dS :f needs among rural people,
e the i{genence that he has found
tian g 1dest gateway he has ever
tness to people of the land.

The City
E-
1ghty-five per cent of the pop

tate Al o
Se?lo“’ live in cities.

; ave a thumbnail sketch of a great urban commu-

¢ needs, from Mrs.

n . .
Thtyeim“:i its stirring masses and grea
dair, wife of a Negro pastor in East Harlem:

I can th
. €an think of many things as I stand on the top of the fifty
d look on my city. In

mlllio
e dilslt;]r? llar Empire State Building an -
the line b C]e I see the George Washington Bridge and down
Power { elow me is the greatest concentration of wealth and
More S];r; the world. Yes, more Peopie: more knowledge,
ow [ hl Is, more wealth than anywhere else in the world.
of the Dav.e an understanding of that Bible passage that tells
r whevﬂ offering the kingdoms of the world to Christ.
3s she en I wake up to hear the Queen Mary blow her horn
fom t;tarts back to the old world; of watch Fhe great planes
€ an ¢ observation deck of International Airport, and hear
Ching Nouncer call flights to Manila, Japam ‘Africa, India,
With t’hI wish I, too, could go- T have been comforted
OcCean e words from that old hym®; “If you 2
Cathe and the heathen lands explore=you
n ]I: nearer, you can fin him at your 40°t:
piles the public market and the docks when I see the great
WOrlc(l) f food and articles collected by men from all over this
d I understand that truly all men are brothers.
chee ith 40,000 others in the odgers’ ball p.ark_, I stand al}d
iscrr' Jackie Robinson in his fight against prejudice and racial
itele o nation and nd new courage & 89 pack to my OWIL
Park ghetto, inspired to fight for Petter schools, for cleaner
S, more police protection and better homes:

alation of the United
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On Easter morning in front of our church we climb the hill
for our sunrise services. From its height one looks out across
the smoky apartments and realizes that below are seven mil-
lion souls—souls lost in sin and shame. I know why Jesus wept
when he saw the city, and [ understand now just how brave
was Paul, the blind tentmaker and rnissionary, when he went
up to Rome, the New York City of his day, and said, “I have
come to tell you about Jesus—for | am not ashamed of his

must be compelled to hear, The Way of Christ is not an easy
one, but with your training, your resourceful
tion, and your willingness to make sacrifices, the
done. Unless you and | tell

them, there is no need for tomorrow.

very nature of the revolution,

ether we face it in Latin America, in the Near

East, Africa, or Asia, its basic nature is the same. Richard
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Shaul]
ot o student worker from Chile, pointed out these
at the conference:

nchanted people of .the

L e .
Communism is giving the dise:
ry which has meaning

wo .
fOrrtl}?e;LSPeCIﬁC philosophy of histo
a 3;‘S)°mmuni5m is fervently evangelistic and has develored
com lellt corps of “missionaries” Who sacrifice themselves
P C tel}’—tq the death—for their cause. o
towar doml'n.umsm has a utopian goal, a Communist kingdom,
which they believe the apistorical process” MOV

t em wi
with absolute sureness.

aill;lh? magnitude of the opportunity for the Christian
in this situation has been pointed out repeatedly.
always begun dur-

God’
ingis greatest progress with men has ' '
is de period of judgment. The rise of communsm which
uPonvelOp ing in the world today is in part a judgment
hurch Communism continues € expand because the
ties: Eh of Christ has failed in its two M3Jof responsioitc
Procl irst, the Church has failed in its God-given task of
in th aiming the Gospel to all men everywhere. Second,
to - Places where the Church already €xists X has failed
relate the Christian faith to the everyday problems
Ch:l‘Ch people face. It has ot presented the demands of
st to be acknowledged Lord in all areas and aspects
of life, g
SeIIfLI ence the yearning masse in their struggle for more
rnu%-ietermination of their life are €37 prey to Com-
themst propaganda. In many places 1t 1S the only thing
dics, hear which in any w2y spealks to thetr present con-
totlon and future hopes. 109 often the Church has failed
25 that God is at work in this situation and hence it
ins not encouraged nor giver Jeadership to these people
their movement toward 3 better life. Consequently,
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these people have not turned to the Church as an ally and
champion.

This failure and the awareness that we stand under
God’s judgment places us in the need of profound re-
pentance. Only after we know God’s forgiveness shall
we be open to the new and radical tasks to which God is
calling us. .

The primary task of the Christian Church is to make
Jesus Christ pre-eminent in every human heart. When
Christ comes into the hearts of révolutionaries they will
become more highly empowered than before to struggle
for the rights of the oppressed, and they will continue in
that struggle as servants of Christ and according to his
Wwill. When Christ comes into the hearts of those who are
the oppressors their energies will be turned toward mak-

ing God’s righteous love real in their relationships, and
they will jomn forces with those whom they oppressed
in 2 common struggle against sin,

THOUGHT PROVOKERS

1. How can it be said that one confused world is “an
unprecedented opportunity”’?

2. What are some of the factors which have contributed

to the revolutionary storm centers developed in Asia?

3. Can we hope that the teachings of Christianity may
affect the patterns of economic, social, and political
life in Asia?

4. Is the program of your student Christian group help-
ing its members to develop a “Well-thought-out Chris-
tian world view?”

5. Do the demands of the wo

> world in revolution emphasize
the need of a more united

Church witness?



PART IV

The Christian Mission Calls Everyone

EVER,Y ChrisTiaN is called by God t0 malke his own kind
f witness in this world of chaos. In the words of many

l:gu?Slons at Lawrence, «The Christian mission 15 everﬁri;
as)tres busmeSS:" Everyone who accepts. Christ as D

sio T automatically accepts Christ’s mission 35 his mis-
0, and Christ’s mission is to redeem the world from sit

and suﬁ'ering.

as hat is to say, every Christian should find his life W(iflk

o> Meaningful part of God’s redemptive purpose. 7

wﬁ-uld be able to see his work as 2 definite mission O

as ich God calls him. He should serve as tent rf:vwal.lst or

or town clerk, as city pastor of coal minef, 12 Chicago

ac -C(.)lombia, as one who participates in the qup 0S¢ arid
tivity of God. It means 2lso that every Christian shOE

t old himself open to the call of God to some work o lfr
an what he s doing so that he a7 24V b “Each

P e where God is breaking out throug.h him. ¢

IStian’s re SPOHS e i alWﬂyS that of obedlenCC-

Allsin the Same Boat Jation of part
uch obedi ats one in 2 I€ ation 0 i
edience to God P other believers- That part-

gership with Christ and with the

fershlp is the Church, the peloved co'rnmum%, h

tellowship of the obedient: That Church 5 not o Y; €

Wstrument by which the witness ;s made, the Church 18
99
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a part of the Gospel itself. This does not mean that the
Church is either perfect or completely effective—it is a
partnership of sinners trying to know God’s will and do
it, always burdened with human weakness and in con-
stant need of adjustment and renewal, .
he conference looked at the Church—looked at itself
as a part of the Church—to see what had been done and
OW its mission might be more effectively accompﬁsh§d-
As individual believers, and as members of Christian
congregations, we are “all in the same boat,” and one of
© outstanding experiences of the conference was that
consciousness of all being together in 2 single enterprise.
Our identification with the Church Universal and its

atized during one of our worship

destination if our faith remaing steadfast,
The task to.which the C e
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the??? of the most pbvious implications is, of course, that
« fOreils no real distinction between “home missions” and
vide dglzl missions.” Though mussion boards may be di-
the administratively by such lines, they are a part O

same fundamental task. As vividly stated by Dr.

Truman Douglass:
this revolutionary time all of

us 3 : . 3 .
know that it is one, . . » for anyone Lving 13 what we

thinlk ; " {
hmk isa foreign mission field looks upon his fieldas 2 national
onary his tasks look very

sion field. To the foreign miss! .
nd vice versa.

Inuc o

But ftlhas our home missionary tasks do to s @

ut the other concern, the other interest suggested by this
I; it suggests

s
slol?gfmparable, is much more I
tionary 1 of the only way we find meaning
ose 51)171: tllline' It is not only a question of w
Way fe—of course we are going t0 lose our
awa ofr another. The question 15 how our life is to be taken
aPsy b rom us. If not in some catastrophic eyent it may per&
the m ¢ more tragic by being fri.tter_ed away in the trivial an
Tom eaningless. Whether our life is going t° be taken away
the CES' or whether given aways. given to the enterprise g
onl ristian message, the Christian faith, and given §nht e
Pl'ic}l’ way in which it seems O me it can be givel without
in ree and self-consciousness aqd condescension; s ghve
re eSRonse to the great gift Whlf:h has come to us and, int c;
imP f}tm,g of which, inasfar as 1S meaning and 1ts per;on}?
G(Fol&:auons are concerned, really 18 the substance O the
In NeYVS of the Gospel- ) They M
H, the introductory pages of hlS.bPO.k, That They ay
ave Life, Dr. D. T. Niles remarks 1€ 15 unp0551ble to follow
af,?s unless we are willing t0 follow him i’r}to the big places
and the small: “Those who follow him,” say$ Dr. Niles,
cglust be willing to stand for him before kings gnd governors,
W}“lertsa and councils where big plans are being mz;;le a;;ld
m re often action is sought t0 silence the Qhr1§t. ut the
Ost important is the willingness to follow him in his con-
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cern for the obscure distresses of the least of his brethren.

Heroic service and humble kindness both belong to the dis-
ciple of Christ.”

If “the Christian mission is everybody’s business,” then
there are no distinctions between the work of those who
have responded by becoming clergy and those who have
responded through other occupations.

"The response of every Christian should be to “submit
himself to Christ and prepare to serve him through a
Christian occupation.” What is 2 Christian occupation?

It has been described by Tracey Jones, the Quadrennial
Secretary, as

=h. & Christian fellowship, Christian
vocation is lost.

Can we conclude from this tha

tor, lawyer, manual laborer, clergyman, missionary—can be
equally important as 5

The response of individuals t0 God’s call has led to
the development of mission

tai essional training and skills
have felt called to Tmussion service, home and foreign mis-

sion boards have set Up plans to use them, For many years
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th
ese boards have made it possible for their staff to live in

fronti

Yearz;]il:‘,:?und the world. The experiences of these

an essential emonstrated Over gnd ov_er.that such v&_rork is

work of mi part of the Christiant mission. But Fhls past
missions and the changing world situation have

0
pened up many new areas: The need now is for quali-

fied .

Creatgiﬁple with imagination and devotion who

¢ new missionary pattert of the days ahead. The
ses itself 1 2 wide range

gfhl;;s“;l;? rlr;jssion already €xpres
from thé t the same time those
tian WOrkW'lde range of 'Work throu

is already being expressed-

Agricultural Evangelism
es, who before

thgn the field of agriculture great Masses:

tio 3’ hW ere touched by the ferment of Fhe present revolu-

clam ad to be coaxed to try

de 1°¥mg for solutions t0 the age-old Pr
pletion, hunger, and ill health caused by want.

abThe real task is tO complement abundance of food with
undant living in each phase © human existence: Thus, the

his command, t0

Christ;

ml;rlstlan seeks with all the knowledge 3t

et humanity’s whole nee i means, 10 very specific
conserve d cultivate their

z(e)l{{nsﬂthat as he teaches people to 1vats
thei e witnesses also tO conservation and cultivation 0

ir soul.
reir t}is is an 0pportunity particularly because farm.people:s

1glous beliefs and PracticeS are interwoven with their
I(:}l‘llmltive methods of getting 2 Jiving from the soil; when you
th ange the one, you change the other. Rural peoples all over
liv‘;n""orld are today seeking change and 2 higher staqdard of
any (:g as never before. They ¢ ready 0 give allegiance t0

lyone with a helpful solution t@ their problems. Thus the
Mission agencies of all the Churches rightly sc€ that this is
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the hour for a strong witness to the gospel of Christ and his
understanding of the purpose and use of nature. The demand
is for a great number of dedicated and qualified young people
who will set out in the Americas and the world to serve God
and humanity as agricultural missionaries. There is no more
urgent or creative Christian job in our generation.

"There are several kinds of work—such as teaching agricul-
ture in a school or college, developing an extension service

Program among village people, serving as the agriculturist in

a Christian rural service and training center, or acting as farm
director of a mission school,

Only a few schoolteaching positions are available. A more
frequent need is extension work among village people, like
the work of the county agricultural agent. The agriculturist
meets with village and local leaders to help them plan and
carry out programs for the improvement of soil, crops, live-
stock, and village life in general. He may often help in train-

co-operate with other mission and
government agencies.!

Medical Evangelism

Wanted—doctors to go to small ho,

. ! hospitals to handle medi-
cine, to do surgery, and to teach in m

edical schools, Wanted
places, to su ervise, to
StS to go out into village
development of public

1The Agricultural Missionary, Careers in the Christian Mission
No. 1, published by the Student Volunteer Movement,
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:ealth practice and education. W anted—medical social work-
rs who will go into the homes of patients with 2 ministry of

skill and the message of Christ.?

Educational Evangelism
The Christian Church cannot exist without those who
té:ac‘h the Bible and help to educate those who become
hIlSflans. The Church exists t0 teach and when 1t ceases
teaching it dies. Jesus Christ Was the Great Teacher who

taught in a world not t00 Jifferent from our own where
ing, or mechanical

People longed for more than reading,

skills or scientific method—they crowded after Jesus be-

cause he taught them about their relationship t0 God.

d Here alone do People learn the truth WhiCI:l changes their
] eepest motivations, brings them fulfillment instead of rest-
fessneSS, and enables them to grow into the ‘measure of the
ullness of the stature of Christ.” If you are 2 Christian, you

are born to do that kind of teaching wherever the Church

needs it most.3

Literacy
Dr. Frank Laubach gives 2 yivid picture of the world’s
unger for literacy:
the masses t0 learp

¢ oThefe is now a perfect ma
th read because they know that our Superio
Wﬁ'it ‘}‘l’e have secrets in books and newspapers
ch enable us to have abundanc® ¥y,
hen the missionaries open S0 th ﬂhteraftc ﬁlllltit;e? g
gl’efﬂowing. The old people are not content for the
en to learn. They want t0 read toO-
Last century itYWas generally SuPPosed chat old people
pu:{'he Medical Missionarys Careers in the Christian Mission No. 3,
3 lished by the Student Volunteer Movement. Mission No
, * The Educational Missionary: Gacers in the Chistian SR 2
» Published by the Student Volunteer Movement-
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could not read, that their brains had somewhat ossified and
their memories were too dull to learn to read, This is partiall

true of learning to read English because it is so badly spelled
that the attempt is maddening for illiterate adults. But for-
tunately 95 per cent of the languages are far easier than Eng-
lish, having only one sound for each letter, not fifteen sounds

PRt

as “0” in English has. In the last thirty years all the world
has heard that an adult can learn to read i i

He describes how

. this occupation can be a persuasive
evangelism:

Thus Jesus begins to fulfill these terrible lon
multitudes to come up out of their destitution, and they love
him. In three or four days they are ready to offer their lives

to him. They know no theology. They have been exposed
to the irresistible love of Christ and have surrendered to that

gings of the

The range of occupations and skills through which and
in which stud i ta
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asle:
sking them to help find the place where his or her par-

ti .
cular gifts are most needed. Dr. Laubach suggested the

ki X
nds of skills needed when he said:

We i
) must discover and train a larger 1

Journali i .
nalists who will in turn train native

C .
t}?:r?]tf}es to write simply and fascinatingly- We must guide
them in establishing newspapers and magazines, and help
press to get books printed. There must be the Jatest offset
be SUeS in strategic centers all over the world, and these mUst
th ereI.D,Plled with hundreds of thousands of tons of paper; fof
Stat. is a paper shortage in every country except the United
es. The sheer size of this demand is enough to make the

eart quail.
Otl;“‘elffll{g with literacy teachers anq writers must 80 many
of Aci inds of technical experts- Nine-tenths of the people
of ﬁSla.and Africa are obsessed with hunger and the problen
ex nding a meal a day- So we need an army of agricultur
perts to show them how t© caise more food- The people of
P: ia and Africa are sick. W€ need doctors and sanitary €%
orts to help them conquer cheir diseases- They ¢
et"t" to eat .balanced food,
. Wer clo.thmg, how to have 2 w ) vith
dr to raise children. S0 W€ need to send experts
eds of different skills, With the secrets

Deed to know.

umber of American
Christians in eig}}

how to

H
ow to Face Communism ..
that every Christian

The .
conference Was convince :
Communists- ‘While

to
day needs to know ow to face, : L
s it is absolutely essentt

this is e
£ is is important for all Christians ucely ¢ !
or those who are going into the “hot spots” 10 the worl
revolution., The seminar o2 «The Christialt Church mn
unist Orbit” made the

the Soviet Union and the Comm

f . .
ollowing suggestions:
1. We must know oUf Gospel and Ve must

know the
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Communist’ doctrine. Our situation demands far more
than a church-school knowledge of the Bible and a news-
paper knowledge of communism. The knowledgq must

be solid and tough, of a type which can take » beating on
any intellectual battleground and emerg,

though bloody. This means the discipline of hard study
as a part of our preparation. )
For people going abroad such Preparation is now being
required by many of the sending churches. The Division
of Foreign Missions is sponsoring a Study
the Christian Approach to Communism. Some mission-

aries from the field are saying that it is criminal negligence
to send new people out without such training.

2. We must know the. Church at home and the Church

Fellowship on

means that we know the chirch in Russia, China, Poland,

and other Communist-dominateq areas as well as the
church of our native home, :

3. We must be ready to go into Communijst areas and
be ready to receive Christians from those areas into our

feﬂqw§hip. "The dangers to those who volunteer for such
4 mission are clear: arregr. ;

t, lInprisonment, torture, and
death are a part of the picture. Pioneers who can step
forward into that kind of fu

ture are needed—shock
troopers for the kingdom of God.

Definite Jobs in Definite Placeg

The seminars on the different
the world mission of the Churc
specific numbers of people n

Occupations involved in
h nailed things down to
eeded at specific spots:
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:g’;‘;ings for 119 doctors, 4 dentists, 99 nurses, 45 medical
e Worl_cers and 9 FechniCianS apd adqlir}isuators were
fon 713ned in the seminar on medical missions. Requests
Wers 3 teachers and administrators at home and abroad
s iscussed in the group dealing with educational
Foy ions. For general church work 626 people are needed.
o agricultural missions 435 are needed. For business
of Ill‘;gement and administration 48 are needed. A total
at d 15 openings in all categories of work were known
Ch he time of the conference, and these are listed in
- ristian Horizons 1952 which gives details as to type of

rork, place of work, sending agency personal and tech-

nical qualifications.

The General Qualifications
The kind of people needed in the Near East, as de-
scribed by Dr. Badeau, are the kind needed everywhere:

There is only one thing that will make the Christian gospel

contribute to the Middle East, and that is its ability t0 speak
and prides of our brethren

to the fears and hopes and sins S
i}'qnder in terms of experience- en that is done, and when
C;al; l;llade clear in reference to the burnin gf plioblfamsfof ?}:e
y that the gospel of Christ has a power of salvation for the
g“ngs from %v}u'fzzh people want to be saved, then the Chris-
an message will be relevant and pertinent and querful.

It means that we must have 2 €% type ‘of missionary. In
ey erson of ingenuity- He must have
n}11h0n~dollar brains on 2 missionary salary In the second
Place, the new missionary must also be marked by high pro-

tesslonal competence. We have had too much quantity an
00 little quality in mission work. . -+ We haven't had
from the West to

nearly en ho have one out
ough people W' Oe East%ecause they were the best

Command the respect of , .
Eeople that could be found- Iam looklpg at thls_moment fgr
man with a Doctorate of Philosophy in Education who
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go out to become the recognized expert on education in Arab
countries, and I want a man who is a double Ph; Beta Kappa,
because nothing less than that is good enough for this oppor-
tunity. Until we can begin to recognize that we need a Ph.D.
in literacy before we start to teach the literate, that we need
demographers and biochemists, and all kinds of people of the
highest professional efficiency, we shall fail to meet the chal-
lenge of the new day.

In the thir<_i[PIace, we need to reinstate Christian missionary

here was a time when the profoundest under-
standing of Eastern cultures and of Eastern lan

Eastern spiritual content came with the missi b
ment. It is no longer true today. It is hard to find in the mis-

sionaries of the last ten years anybody who has really mas-
tered Arabic “to the ground.” Oh, I know it’s a haprd lan-
guage. I've got a book now with a hole in the cover because

his Arabic grammar when she

guage and of
onary move-

dreams, know our minds
ours, but his. Are you willing

The qualifications for thoge with specialized technical
skills are very high, Thfe l.cind of .

portant as the good tramning. Said Dr, Laubachs

be democratic, and willing to sit among the hungry ‘masses

and get their clothes dirty. They must havye a great love for
these people and a Christlike des; i
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Makers in

must be minwoﬁd which is being taught to hate us. They

Whom the pe and women of integrity and noble character,
people will admire. They must have faith in God

an
d know how to pray.

Iei :
specilzl‘zr)l’l important for those wh
hurch E nlical skills to be a full and regular part of the
separate’d f(;t at home and m his pl?ce of service. A life
istian om the fellowship of believers cannot be fully
even though the technician serve with a hig

de
gree of love and sacrifice. A life of pOWer and effective-
nship with other be-

Ness
'eVer(slfa}():?ds upon a close relatio :
is faich amcllbetence with the Bible, and .unde.rstandmg of
as imPOr,t nd some ability t0 express his beliefs are Just
s in by ant to evangelism in the feld of technical skills
y other.

We A
re the Witnesses for Our Time

M . .
and en and women of integricy and noble character—men
women who have faith in God and know how to

pray.
Pray; men and women who ar ready to lose themselves
;ry! Twenty-one

lr:hg;rﬁt and his redeeming community: :
such ed of us prayed that God would transform uS into
¢ Osemen and women. The answer came immediately for
talle dWhO were willing to be obedient, and hundreds
of th personally with leaders and personnel'secretanes
ab e boards. Opportunities for the spoken witness were
huf}dant, and students tal ¢ their relationship to
Stul(;St far, far into the night. Hearts were opened, an
ents who attended nference out of curiosity
. - 1a] comfort €2

Orha. vague desire for spiritd ]
. rist as their personal Gavior. Others found their faith
rengthened and their anderstanding deepened.

One of the highlights f the conference was the watch
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night where students ushered in the new year of 1952.
It opened with a litany of confession led by David Hoh,
one of the student co-chairmen of the conference. In deep
humility we asked forgiveness for the sin in our lives, for
the many personal ways in which we had failed God. We
asked forgiveness for the sin of the Church, of which we
are a part, for its lack of power, for its selfishness, for its
narrow-mindedness, for its lack of love, for its lack of
concern for the salvation of the world. Our prayers made,
we looked up at the large, roughly hewn cross alone at
the center of the stage. As the last few moments of the
old year ticked off into history, students from every na-
tion, each in his own costume, came in, one by one, and
knelt facing the cross where each one prayed in his own
language. This continued until every nation represented
at the conference was also symbolically represented on
its knees before the resurrection cross—the symbol of our
hope. The spoken prayers ceased as the bells tolled out the
old year, and we entered the New Year in the glow of
the spirit, seeing in those students from many nations be-
fore the cross a symbol of the time “when every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.”

And then the Spirit which had held us in silent prayer
demanded expression. We stood as
the Hallelujah Chorus with
body sat down quietly to p

Ju ray for a continuation of the
power of the Spirit. Some remained in prayer for a long

period, some for shorter periods, but for all the experi-
ence was one which will never be forgotten,

“Through that experience I have found my place in
the world,” said one student.

“I have regained my appreciation of the importance of

) one person to sing
)0y and hope. Again, every-
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t
u}:-;ethrCh’ s:nd h.ave been greatly impressed by the
part ‘;,Y of witnessing to the gospel of Christ in every
Sti?l the world,” said another.
whil another student wrote, “This has been an over-
travénglg experience for me. I am thirty years old, have
to be ¢ 90q31derably, and have been around enough not
theos easily impressed. But the eagerness and sincerity of
cans I}’leople—ghe powerful vigor and faith of the Afri-
of tl,1t e intelligence of the Indians, the unassuming piety
frie ;l.Japanese and the Koreans, and the warmth and
enrinh'mess of the Americans—have given me a DEW and
of Cc ng perspective of what it means fo be a member
hrist’s family in the modern world.”

A ‘COnference That Began When It Ended -
Q The close of the program is not the end of the 16th

uadrennial Conference but its beginning,” said E-.
the dele-

Johnson, 5. V.M. General Secretary, addressing
“Now you go out

tgates in the morning closing session-
0 make the conference live as you €Xpress its demand on
you in all your relationships and in your life work de-
Cisions, There is a direct message 0 take with you in the
Wwords which Paul wrote to the Philippi Christians:

at Philippi whenever I

thiln thank God for you Christians
unk of you. .. .1 feel sure that the One :who pas begun
s good work in you will go on developing it until the Day

of Jesus Christ. . . . 1 want 0 8 ives full of true
hat Jesus Christ gives you

ee your lives
goodness, produced by the power't rist g
0 the praise and glory of God. . - - Let Christ himself be
r attitude should be. . . .

0
your example as to what you :
considered lost for

Yet every advantage that I had gained I co!
everythmg as loss com-

hris’s sake. Yes, and I look upon ) A
g:‘red with the overwhelming gain of knowing Christ Jesus
y Lord. . . . For now my place is in him. . . . How
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iti ind and
hanged are my ambitions! . . . I leave the past behin ;
(v:vizhgllands out)srtretched to whatever lies ahead I go straight

for the goal-my reward the honor of being called by God
in Christ.4

So the conference began indeed when it ended—in
those deep prayers of commitment before the Cross at
the first dawn of 195 2, in the decisions that were made
still later that morning in the Strong Prayer Meeting, fm’d
in the joyful witness now going on wherever Christ’s
spirit reaches out through these students who came to
know him for the first time, or came to know him better

at the 16th Quadrennial of the Student Volunteer Move-
ment at Lawrence,

THOUGHT PROVOKERS

1. What does the statement “the Christian mission is
everybody’s business” demand of you?

2. What are the ways in which the Church can bear
effective witness to Christ?

3. Name three ways in which it

prepared the world for a new
Christian life,

4. Why should Christians
ing others have high ¢

5. How does one expres
studies?

6. How do you serve the
versity life?

appears that God has

manifestation of the
committed to service and help-
echnical qualifications? .
s his devotion to Christ in his

purposes of God in your uni-

4 J. B. Phillips, Lezters to ¥ oung Churches (New York: The Mac-
millan Company).



APPENDIX

Who’s Who Among Speakers and Leaders of the 16th
Quadrennial Convention of the Student
Volunteer Movement

December 27, 1951-January 1, 1952

Ap .
AR, Mrs. A. Evcene, Director of day care center for
ian Church, New

¥0 children at Mt. Morris Presbyter!

ork City, where her husband is pastor
LLison, Miss ANNa LESTA, Assistant Secretary, Student
Volunteer Movement for Christian Missions .
ADEAU, DR. Jonn S., President of the American Uni-

ZerSit,Y at Cairo, Egypt, quthority on Arabic language
A nd literature and Islamic history . . . _
MPBELL, Dr. E. Fay, Secretafys Division of Higher
Cducation, Board of Christian Education, Presbyterian
mhurch, U.S.A., Chairman, Student Volunteer Move-
Ca ent for Christian Missions . _—
NVERsg, Mg, Paur E., New York City, Education
SCretary, Student Volunteer Move Christian
Ca 1ssions .
Ouch, Dr, Arcaie R., Director of the Westminster
Ouse, Berkeley, California, former Pres‘l‘)yterlf;‘_n
H. -A. missionary to China, quthor of ChIn y 15
annds’” convention play on Korea and the urc
GLAss, Dr. TrumMaN B, Executive Vice President,
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Board of Home Missions of the Congregational Chris-
tian Churches, author of “Mission to America”

Duraam, MR. G. EucenE, Director of the Methodist
Student Foundation, Northwestern University, Evans-
ton, Illinois

Evprence, Miss Lucy, Director and Editor of the De-
partment of Youth Work, Director of Personnel, Mis-
sionary Education Movement, Chairman, 16th S.V.M.
Quadrennial Publications Committee

Espy, Dr. R. H. E., Executive Secretary, National Stu-
dent Council of the Y.M.C.A., Chairman, 16th S.V.M.
Quadrennial Study-Program Committee

Frory, Miss Marearet, Director Student Department,
Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian, U.S.A., orig-
wnator and director of Dramatic Worship Services and
director of “In His Hands”

GRAN}‘, Miss Barsara, Vancouver, B.C., Canadian Co-
chairman of the conference, graduate of the University
of British .Columbia, now preparing for Church work
at the United Church Training School in Toronto

Hisert, Rev. Lou, Director of Wesley Foundation at
Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa

Hon, MR.. Davip, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, United States
Co-chairman of the conference, now studying at Mt.
Airey Lutheran ‘Theological Seminary

HurcHinson, Reyv. GeraLp, former Canadian S.C.M.
Secretary, now pastor, Telford, Alberta, Canada

Jones, Rev. Tracey K., former Methodist missionary to

China, 16th S.V.M. Quadrennial Administrative Sec-
ret

Jounson, Rev. E. H., former
General Secretary, Student V
Christian Missions

Latourerte, DR. KENNETH Scort, Professor of Missions

Manchuria missionary,
olunteer Movement for
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and Oriental History, Yale University, New Haven,
L Connecticut

AuBacw, Dr. Frank, New York City, pioneer mission-

ary educator whose mass literacy method has been used
M around the world in more than 200 languages

ACKAY, DR. JouN ALEXANDER, President of Princeton

Theological Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey, since
M1936, expert on the Latin Countries

cCoNNELL, MR. J. J., Administrative Secretary, Student

Volunteer Movement for Christian Missions

oNDLANE, Mr. Epuarno, Portuguese FEast Africa, now

Mstud}’ing at Oberlin College
OTT, DR. JoHN R, Orlando, Florida, Nobel Prize win-
ner, founder and builder of most of today’s world
Christian organization, atten ing his 16th S.V.M.
Quadrennial
NSoN, Rev. CHARLES
ternational Missionary
Protestant missionary work '
EABURY, DR. RuTH ISABEL, Missionary Education Secre-
tary of the American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions, Congregational Christian Churqhes
INGH, Dg, SurjiT, Professor at United Tp?ologlcal
Serninary, Sharanpur, U.P., India, now Visiting Pro-
ffssor at San Anselmo Theological School, San Fran-
1SCO
URNER, Rev. Date E., Minister, Plymouth Congrega-
tional Church, Chairman of the Lawrence Conference
SUCOmmittee .
IFFET, Miss MARIA ISOLINA, Montevideo, 'Uru'guay,
i ¢ the University O

Studying and teaching part tne 2
Winojs in preparationgfgr reaching in Uruguay

ELcH, Mgs. Rosa Pacs, Chicag0 concert singer, and

W., General Secretary of the In-

Council, consultative body of
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song leader at innumerable national church gatherings
- Young, Dr. Herrick B., Executive Director of Interna-
tional Houses Association, Chairman S.V.M. Quadren-
nial Administrative Committee



RESOLUTION
of the Steering Committee
of the
S.V.M. Quadrennial Conference 1951
Regarding Racial Discrimination

er Movement is persuaded

WhEReas the Student Volunte
integral part of the Chris-

that 1 .
a at l‘lgh.t race relations are an
an mission, and

XVHEREAS the Planning Committee for this Quadrennial
onference received from the University of Kansas as-

i;lranCCS which have been fulfilled regarding the equal
eatment of all delegates, amt

WHFREAS incidents of racial Jiscrimination in the com-
rcnunlt)’ of Lawrence have occurred in the cOUTse of the

onference, and

XVHEREAS we are aware that local organizations are ac-
c“fely engaged in attempting to modify racially d1§-
- Hminatory policies and have taken advanced steps 10

improving race attitudes in Lawrence

Be it resolved that the Steering Committee
1. Express its appreciation £0 the University of Kansas
for its hospitality and to the commumnty groups of
!JaWrence which have co-operated SO generously
in making this Quadrennial possible,
119
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2.

3.

. Stirred a

Christ’s Kingdom Is Man’s Hope

Express its deep regret that these unhappy incidents

have been a part of the experience of some of our
conference delegates,

Recommend to the Board of Directors tl}at in the
selection of a site for this great international and
interracial student conference it
a. Continue its policy of securing assurances from
its hosts that there will be equal treatment of all
delegates in the common life of the conference.
Take great care in securing from local church
and community leaders active co-operation
toward providing for all delegates equal treat-
ment in the community at large.
. Hold the conference if possible in a state where

civil rights laws are clear and potentially effec-
tive in matters of race relations.

gain by these incidents of discrimination
and recognizing that they are found also in our
home communities, urge that we all repent of our
involvement and resolve that we shall be instru-
mental in our hom

€ communities in ending racial
segregation.

b.



1951 SVM Quadn'enniafl Preparatory Mateﬁéié‘ L
Students Ask About Missions '

Eight Study Leaflets 10f each, 50¢ set.

. “Why Force My Religion on Others?”

“Why Not Our Own Backyard Figst?”

“Isn’t the Missionary Job Already Done?”

“Aren’t Missions a Form of Western Imperial-

isxn? ” .
5. “Do Missions Serve Modern Needs in Up-to-
Date Ways?” _ |

6. “Can a Divided Church Do the Missionary Job?”

7. “Can Christianity Out-Perform Communism?”

. 8. “How Do I1Know I'm Called?” : |

That They May Have Life ($1.50)
D. T Niles. An unusual study book on the evan-

gelistic imperative and obligation for every Chris-

Study Guide for That They May Have Life (15¢)
Paul E. Converse. This “Study Guide” is designed
to help individuals and groups n their study of That
They May Have Life.

That All May Be One ($1.50) - .

* Lesslie Newbigin. An autobiographical account of

the experiences of a Scottish Bishop within the

" United Church of South India.
The Good News (15¢)
Paul S. Minear. A series
Christian Mission.
, Available from
The Student Voﬂniméex? Movement
for Christian Miesions

| 156 Fifth Avenue '

Joend
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° °

°

of Bible studies on the

New York 10, New York - S
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